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10 HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, / 


THE 


DUCHESS of YORK. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ROYAL \HIGHNESSS 


12 HES E Eſſays being written prin- 
, cipally in defence of the character 
and doarines of © the moſt extraordinary 
ee meſſenger from God to man fince the 
% apoſtles times; it is evident, we in- 


troduce no ſtranger to your notice, as 


he was particularly well known and re- 
zd in his life-time, at the Courts of 


5 the noble Brunſwick family. The ſyſtem 

of true chriſtianity, which he hath re- 
vealed from heaven, is equally adapted 
to the higheſt princes, and the loweſt in- 


nocents of God's creation. It developes 


to human rational ſight many myſteries 
heretofore hidden, and elucidates the ways 


of God to man. It is, in fine, the doc- 
trine of love and charity, fitted to pro- 


| mote order in church and ſtate, and to 
* n in it's proper colours. 1 
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It was from diſcourſing in heaven with 
a Prince of Pruſſia, that our highly fa- 
voured Seer was permitted to give the 
moſt publicly authenticated proofs of his 
ſpiritual communications. From the ſame 
authority we learn the bleſſed ſtate of 
our late moſt excellent King George the 
Second, and are told of his capacity of 
corretting and directing his biſhops. O! 
may it prove prophetic of his progeny 
correcting and rectifying any abuſes of 
our epiſcopal hierarchy ! 


Even Louis le Grand, who appeared in 
his youth, the .great tyrant and ſcourge of 
Europe, is repreſented to be now in a 
good fate; having lived to know better 
in maturity, and to prefer virtue and re- 
gion to vice and profanity. His influence 
with his: grandſon,” as recorded by this 
author, ſeemeth to many at this time to 
be taking goeat effect; as © the Bull Uni- 

1 © genitus is now fully proved to be 
_ «:detrimental to the French nation.” Had 
that nation been directed more by their 
head, it muſt have been more in order. 

N othing 


D E DIES AT IR. v 


Nothing elſe but their knowledge of true 
chriſtian religion, and it's wiſeſt policy, 
could ever have influenced your two noble 
couſins, when lately engaged in open war 
againſt each other in Sweden, to remember 
they were confreres, and to turn their 
deſtructive weapons to the mutual protec- 
tion of the country. 


May thine own ſweet influence lead not 
only your noble Conſort, but all others 
within thy ſphere, to virtue and true re- 
ligion: thus may every ſucceſſor to the 


truly virtuous Georges, prove themſelves 


to be, like their royal progenitors, pro- 


moters of legal liberty and true chriſti- 


anity ! 
I remain, 
MADAM, 
With the moſt profound reſpect, 
Your Royal Highneſs moſt obedient; 
and moſt humble Servant, 


| W. SPENCE. 
Great Marybone-Street, Ns. 175 
Auguſt 16, 1792. 
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AVING written moſt of the re- 


futation of Doctor Prieſtley's Let- 
ters, and the Socinian ſyſtem, in detached 
paragraphs, before I knew Mr. Hind- 
marſh had engaged to anſwer him, I con- 
tinued to finiſh it, and the reaſons for no 
ſeparation in externals of worſhip ; and 
even gave my papers to him as Printer, 
before I had time to look over his Let- 
ters to Doctor Prieſtley, Theſe I have 
ſince, in a few ſpare hours, reviſed with 
pleaſure ; ; and am glad to finds them well 
written, much fuller 1n their reaſonings 
on ſeveral points, and therefore often 
better than any of my own ſhort thoughts: 


Yet I am very glad to find that there ap- 


pears to me no contradiction, but con- 
| currence 


* 


or run into diſorder. 


vill PREFACE, 


currence of evidence, in different views of 


light, which corroborate like a concate- 
nation of truths. e 


2. J alſo agree with Mr. Hindmarſh in 
his political connection between religion 
and the civil power, eſpecially where he 
allows in p. 112, that all wiſe govern- 
ments have ſeen the neceſſity of having 
« an eſtabliſhed church, which ſhould be 
« ſo united to the civil ſtate, as to con- 
te ſtitute it's very life and ſoul ; for the re- 
« lation ſubſiſting between the church and 
« ſtage in every country, exactly reſembles 


that which fubliſts between the ſoul and 


te body in man.” Now if © the nation 
« that is without an eſtabliſhed religion be 
« like a man deſtitute of any fixed prin- 
« ciple,” it muſt be dangerous, in every 
* ſyſtem of politics,” to weaken © this 
e main ſpring of ation,” ſo that © all the 
* wheels of government” muſt cher ſtop 


% 


8. Mr. 


4 
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3. Mr. Hindmarſh, in p. 217, ſays, The 
* Church of England may have enemies 
* among certain Diſſenters, but I hope it 


* will never find one among the members 


* of the New Jeruſalem.” I believe it; 
no true member of the New Jeruſalem 
can ever wilfully prove an enemy to the 
Church of England ; yet alas! too many 
profeſſing, and knowing members, have 


already ſhewn their enmity, through miſ- 


taken zeal. What elſe can it be, to call 
* the . Archbiſhop of Canterbury, St. Pe- 
*ter's ſubſtitute for Great Britain?“ al- 
though the King is the acknowledged 
head upon earth of both church and ſtate; 


and to ridicule the title of Father in God, 


notwithſtanding it is ſhewn, in Apocalyp/. 
 Explicat..n. 746, that the title of Father 
in God, or rather under God, is as lawful, 
as of Doctor of Divinity. Their acting like 
illegitimate ſons, doth not binder his 
being a father. Were either king or arch- 


biſhop contemptible uſurpers of God's power 
upon earth, as my good friend B. C. ſtiles 


them, he might expect to be called to # 
* ſevere 
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ſevere account here; while his being en- 
tirely ſafe, doth prove, he lies under a 
grols miſtake. 


1 am an old Church of England 
man, yet truſt myſelf to be a true chriſtian 


according to the heavenly doctrine of the 


New Church; and I believe in my 


conſcience, that all thbfſe of the New 
Church who remain within the eſtabliſh- 
ment of any Proteſtant reformed church; 
conduce more to promote it's celeſtial 
doctrine, than any who ridicule the church 


of the land ; repreſenting old obſolete er- 
rors, as if they ſtill exiſted in force, while 
they are daily more and more rejected. 


Thoſe who wiſh the doctrine of the New 
Jeruſalem to be the eſtabliſhed religion of 
the land, never ought to ſeparate from, 
much leſs to ridicule and affront the eſta- 
bliſhed church by miſrepreſenting it. It 


muſt certainly give juſt offence to every 


good churchman, to ſee printed in a New 
Feruſalem Journal, a falſe and ludicrous 
ſatire on a Church of England man, writ- 
th f | © Wh 
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ten by a rank Socinian,* who apoſtatiſed 
from his church becauſe he thought it 
idolatry to worſhip Jeſus, as he allowed 
the Church of England did. Moſt of 
their other ſatirical inſinuations appear as 
badly founded, for the many references 
to the errors of Solifidianifm in the old 
church, can but little affect the preſent 
eſtabliſhed churches of this iſſand, where 
ſuch doctrine is now ſeldom or never 
preached up. See in n. 812, Ver. Chriſt. 
Religio, the theology of the Church of 
England, eſpecially of the laity, recom- 
mended, as proceeding from the doe- 
e trina of charity, which is extant in the 
e prayer read every ſabbath day in the 
% temples, before giving the ſacrament;“ 
and he tells, that the Wage of thoſe 
« who dwell in Scotland and it's confines, 
« js ſtill more according to the doctrine of 
« charity, ſo that the Solifidians dare not 
« enter the liſts with them, becauſe they 
© oppoſe and confute ſuch both from 
« ſcripture and reaſon.” From this any 

mT EE SY. 

* Dr. John Jebb. 
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0 | candid reader may perceive, that the true 

8 religion of a country conſiſteth neither in 
_ half obſolete articles of faith, nor in leſs 
13 charitable confeſſions of faith ; but in real 
| | practice of life according to their know- 
[4 © ledge of the Word. May the eſtabliſhed 


churches gain more and more of this 
doctrine of charity, ſo that all ſects may 


be aſhamed to divide or ſeparate from 
them! 


5, The laſt printed, and the beſt to my 
judgment, as the moſt generally uſeful of 
the Baron's inſpired writings, proves that 
the New Jeruſalem doctrine did daily gain 
ground, long before any ſeparation in 
externals took place, or pretence was 
thought of to make themſelves prieſts: 
for he demonſtrates in Apocalyp/c Expiicat. 

| n..732, that © the number of ſuch good 
= * ſpirits as had been in the faith of their 
5 % On church while they lived upon earth, 

* * and yet in the ſpiritual affection of truth, 
3 * (thence fit recipients of the doctrine,) 

| e doth now daily increaſe in the world of 

F6 ſpirits; wherefore according to the in- 
* creaſe 


CHE 


XI 


« creaſe of ſuch, the church which is cal- 
ce led the New Jeruſalem doth alſo increaſe 
upon earth.“ As that was the caſe near 
thirty years ago, no wonder it {ſhould 
now proceed among many ; and quickly, 


PREFACE. 


that is, certainly advance unto its full 


growth, notwithſtanding the ridicule “ of 
it's open enemies, and the unintentional 
obſtruction of it's over-zealous friends. 


6. The moſt unguarded expreſſion, per- 
haps the only material one with regard to 
the doctrine, that I have found in Mr. 
Hindmarſh's Letters, is in p. 179, Con- 
« ſequently the whole divinity was in- 


* cluded in the Lord's humanity from his 


e firſt conception.” How that idea can 
be reconciled with either reaſon, ſcripture, 
or the Baron's writings, I know not. Leſ- 
ſer differences in the mode of receiving 


* 


*The Empreſs of Ruſſia is ſaid to have written two _ 
filthy ludicrous plays to ridicule this doctrine of truth; yet 
in ſpite of the devil, it gaineth daily ground even there; 
and muſt in God's good time root out all cruel tyranny, 
while it eſtabliſheth true liberty and lawful government, 
» ſuch as Great-Britain is at this time bleſſed with. 
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the doctrine of truth, may not be worth 
controverting; for a roſe may be a beau- 
tiful and fragrant roſe, whether it receives 
the rays of the ſun in a red, white, yellow, 
or mixed ground: while it is ſtill acknow- 
ledged the fame fountain of light that 
gives it it's various colours. 


7. It is poſſible, the time is not far diſ- 
tant when numbers of the regular clergy 
will themſelves apply through their biſhops 
for leave to addreſs their Maker, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier, thus their Saviour, 
in fewer words in public worſhip, with 
very little alteration in their Liturgy. 
Yet were I now in holy orders, with all 
my knowledge of Swedenborg's writings, 
I could officiate with a ſafe conſcience ac- 
cording to the preſent form, whether .de- 
ficient or ſuperabundant, until it pleaſe 
God that the biſhops or parliament ſee, 
meet to alter it: © for man looketh on“ 

| 7 « the 
„As to outward appearance of the church, Emanuel 
$wedenborg particularly deſcribes it in the laſt ſection of 

+ his 


. XV 


© the qutipard appearance, but the Lord 
„ looketh on the heart.” Premature al- 
terations, as I have obſerved towards the 
end of theſe Eſſays, might prove at this 
time very hurtful, by granting too much 
to Arians and Socinians. Indeed, were 
the Liturgy reduced to a mere Socinian 
form, like ſome lately printed alterations, 
no doubt a ſeparation would then be en- 
tirely neceſſary: but in that caſe, the mere 
Socinian muſt be the ſeparatiſt, not the 
true churchman ; while the Socinian 
church muſt be a widow deſolate indeed ! 
„ 
| 8. Had 

his Treatiſe De Ultimo Judicio, n. 73. t Concerning the 
« ſtate of the world and the church hereafter,” © As to 
« what regards the ſtate of the church, it will not be al- 
together alike hereafter; it will be alike indeed as to 
2 external appearance, but unlike as to internal; as to ex- 
% ternal appearance, there will be churches divided as be- 
“ fore, their doctrines will be taught as before, likewiſe 
« their ſuperſtitions among the Gentiles; but every mem- 
ber of the church will be hereafter in a more free ſtate 
« of thinking concerning articles of faith, thus about ſpi- 
« ritual things which have regard to heaven; becauſe the 


te ſpiritual free principle is now reſtored,” Quia Liberum 


ſpirituale reſtitutum eſt, 
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8. Had not Doctor Prieſtley thought 
himſelf a brother ſectarian and nonconfor- 
miſt Diſſenter, I am perſuaded, he never 
would have contributed a mite towards 
the building of a New Jeruſalem meeting- 
| houſe; for I hear that he did contribute 
generouſly ; while the main courſe of his 
life hath contributed to oppoſe legal eſta- 
bliſhments in both church and ſtate. As to 
his ſufferings at Birmingham, it is plain, 
that no true member of the Engliſh 
church ever did any more encourage 
burning his houſe, than they did Lord 
Mansfield's. It appears to be rather ſome 
of the effects of independent levelling 
principles, whereby many have fallen into 
their own pit. Since writing my attempt 
to anſwer him, I have found that Baron 
Swedenborg is alſo the firſt who gave the 
only true theory of electricity, and its con- 
nection with the magnetic fluid, in the 
ſame book of Regnum Minerale, as men- 
tioned n. 51, further on; long before it 
was thought of in England. His Regnum 
Animale, and Oeconomia Regni Animals, 

had 
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had engaged my earlieſt attention, as re- 


vealing truths unknown before to the 


ableſt teachers in anatomy and phyſic. 
It gives me pleaſure to hope, I may yet 


live to ſee the reſt of his manuſeripts on 


theſe ſubjetts, in my old days put in print: 
ſtill could I expect it in my ſon's Gays, I 
die content. | 


9. Dota this laſt week, 1 "han allo 
found a ſingular beauty of the kind men- 
tioned in n. 30, (viz. that wherever God 


and Chriſt was ſpoken of after the glori- 


fication, neither the following verb or ad- 
jective ever were put in the plural ;) this 


moſt expreſſive beauty (according to the 


Alexandrian copy) of 2 Theſſalon. ii. 16, is 
loft in our Engliſh tranſlation, which ought 
to be literally thus: © Now may our Lord 
« Jeſus himſelf, the Chriſt, and the God 


« and Father of us, who hath loved us, 


« and doth give everlaſting confolation 
« and good hope in grace; may he com- 


« fort your hearts, and may he eſtabliſh. 


you in every good word and work.” 
e c The 
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The force of the 5 Xporig ui d Oc; l rr 
du, d dv ö, ua is loft in the Engliſh, 
as well as that of the verbs and participles 
conjoined being all in the ſingular; while 
the Socinian ſcheme muſt have put them 
all in the plural number; otherwiſe, they 
could find no connection of ſenſe or gram- 
mar, in introducing even our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf. It gave double pleaſure 
to find out this inconteſtible proof, when I 1 
recollected that the Heir Apparent to the 
Crown, and the other princes, (notwith- 
ſtanding their more than youthful levities, 
from more than innate ſuperabundant 
good-nature) muſt ſtill .retain ſufficient | 
knowledge of their favourite Greek, to be 
able, from this text alone, to confute every 
3 who pretends to believe ſcrip- 

May every young nn wa 
— 2 ſuch proper uſe of it. 


: 10 This 8 illuſtrating text 
doth allo ſhe the neceſſity of retaining 
the epiſiles, which the ſectarian ſocieties 


* (I ppale,) ag nn againſt 


them; f 
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them; notwithſtanding Emanuel Sweden- 
borg hath collated the ſeveral texts out of 
them, all at full length, in a manuſcript, 
in confirmation of his doctrine of truth; 
allowing them to be all inſpired writings, 
although no part of the Word of God; 
only ſpiritual explanations of it, adapted 


to the age they lived in, as we reckon | 


our enlightened Macy now to be. 


11, Some I * have been biaſſed to 


repreſent the apoſtles Paul and Peter in a 
wrong light, from ſome ſcrawl memoran- 
dums of what the Baron had then ſeen in 
theꝰ ſpiritual world, concerning them or 


their repreſentatives. I had one of the 


original manuſcripts ſent me from Sweden, 
and it never ſtaggered me, neither with 
regard to Paul or Peter, no more than 
with regard to Abraham, concerning 


whom, the Baron was warned to take 


care what he ſaid of him, when he had 
ſeen his Jewiſh repreſentative on the 28th 
of December, 1747, turned out of heaven. 
In like manner it was evident to me, that 
E 2 e what 
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what he ſaw and noted down in his pri- 
vate diary, in the year 1749, concerning 
Peter and Paul, had alſo reſpect to their 
repreſentatives only 1n the falſe heavens 
which then exiſted, but were done away 
in the year 1757. To think otherwiſe 
would contradi& what he afterwards aſſerts, 
when more fully inſtructed by much fur- 
ther progreſs into the ſpiritual world. 
Neither was he ever permitted to print, or 
prepare for the preſs, any of the miſtakes 
which, he tells us, the ſpirits at firſt might 
be willing to impoſe on him, being taught 
by.the Word, that is, the Lord, to CO 
the rel: _ them. 8 


bs To return to my foirital brethren 
the ſeparatiſts; I durſt not with my truly 
chriſtian brother churchman,* the reve- 
rend tranſlator, aſſert that they are too 
much of the wild-aſs-man's breed; but 
I can; ſeriouſly declare with him, that 
they appear too much like Iſhmael, father 
Abraham's illegitimate ſon, who was turned 
"AR 1 1008 
In his Addreſs to the readers of E. Swedenborg. 
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out of houſe and home, for mocking (as 
ſome of them do) his old ſtep- mother Sarai, 
while he (like them) forgot that her name 
was changed to Sarah.“ Yet the worlt 
I wiſh them is, may they thrive as well! 
even as God was with the lad, and he 
grew and dwelt in the wilderneſs (of 
e Paran,) and became an archer.”+ See 
Arcan. _ n. 27⁰5 to 2712. 

1 | W. 1 


Sarah is literally lady of a multitude, but ſpiritually 
it hath a much higher ſignification. 


+ * A member of the habe ſpiritual was of old cal 
& led an archer, becauſe he defends himſelf by truths, and 
< diſputes about truths.” Arcan. Cœleſt. n. 2709. 
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DIVINITY and PHYSIC. 


An Anſwer to Dr. Prieſtley's. Letters. 


Dear Sis, | 
My almoſt Fellow Chriſtian, and 
altogether Fellow Sinner, ö | 


I. I T gave me great pleaſure to peruſe pa- 
=. tiently your well written Letters, and, 
as Lam perſuaded, your well meant objections 
to the doctrines of the New Jeruſalem. I. 
truſt your candour and moderation herein will 
do you as much honour, as the beſt of your 
writings : ſo that I hope you will take in good 
part any attempt to rectify a few ſuppoſed miſe 
takes, or to clear up any thing doubtful. 


2. Thus firſt, I wiſh to prove to you, that 


the true members of Chriſt's New Church, who 
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* 


are not confined to Eaſt-cheap, or any other 


viſible ſociety, do not uncharitably condemn 
any to hell,“ as in the 5th and 6th paragraphs 


of your Letters you imagine. 


4 35 After giving them credit for the ratidnil 


fentiments wherein you agree with them, you 


expreſs your ſurprize at their being ſo unchari- 


table as they are, admitting into heaven none 
but thoſe who think as they do with reſpect to 
the perſon of Chriſt. Afterwards you quote 
part of a tranſlation of n. 795, of Vera Chriſtiana 
Religio. I wiſh you had quoted the. whole pa- 
ragraph in the original, it would have done the 
author more juſtice, and poſſibly undeceived 
many. | 


4. As it is, I ſhall only tranſlate out of it, 


what regards the condemnation of confirmed 


Secinians and Arians, which he relates from 
many years experience in the ſpiritual world. 


He ry 


3 . I ks to be held OE general 
« tenet, that t the ſtate of every one in the ſpirĩ- 
| | «tual 


* Saving numbered your letters as printed into 102 


paragraphs, the references point out ſuch numbers, as it 
was thought neceſſary to duften 
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* tual world, as well of every nation and peo- 
« ple in general, as of every individual in par- 
« ticular, is according to their acknowledgment 
* of a God, and their worſhip of him; and that 
all who in their heart acknowledge a God, 
and after this time who acknowledge the 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt (to be) God, the Redee- 
ec mer and Saviour, are in heaven: and that 
«they who do not acknowledge him, are under 
« heaven, and are there inſtructed; and that 

5 te ſuch as receive (theſe truths,) are raiſed up 
« into heaven; but that ſuch as do not receive 
* them, are caſt down to hell; among .thefe 
* laſt, ſuch alſo come, who like the Socinians 
« have approached only to a God the Father,“ 
et and who as the Arians have denied the di- 
-G © vinity of the Lord's humanity. Wy 
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6. Now as one SHI of 8 is the 
beſt expounder of another, even ſo it is with 
Swedenborg's writings, which all breathe the 

B 2 Adaoctrine 


* That is commonly an incomprehenſible God of their 
own fancy, ſuch as deſcribed further on at n. 8, and ſome- 
times ſomething worſe. | 


+ In the Latin, it is always Humanum Domini, the 
human, or rather what is human of the Lord, Which 
ſometimes makes bad wn by iba. is the deficiency of | 

the language, 
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doctrine of charity as far as is conſiſtent with 
truth. The original ſhews, that while they 
:confirmedly deny the divinity of Chriſt, they 


8 are kept out of Chriſt's heaven; but may be, 


and are all inſtructed under heaven, ſtill with 
free - will to receive or to refuſe the truth. This 
is more fully explained in what he ſays in 


n. 254, of Ver. Chriſtian. Relig. © Herefies * 
* themſelves do not damn men, but the con- 


« firmations of the falſities of the hereſy from 


te the Word, through reaſonings of the natural 
te man, together with an evil life, theſe are the 


de things which do condemn.” The reſt of 
5 the paragraph is well worth double ſtudy 170 


credit. 


7. A remarkable example of the above may 
be found in the account of a famous learned 


Engliſhman, given in n. 46, of The Continuation 


of a Laſt Fudgment ; whom I ſuppoſe, from his 


_ writings and the time of his deceale, to have 


been the learned Mr. Wm. Law. While he 
perſiſted in his wrong notions of the Holy 
Spirit, we are told he could not be admitted; 
but after being left to wander in thought of as 
own en for ſome time, he was gradually 
undeceived, 


This has been wrong tranſlated, “do no hurt to man- 


kind;“ the Latin is, non damnant homanes, 
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undeceived, and at laſt confeſſed, © that all 
« who confirmed themſelves in that hereſy, 
« were” ſenſeleſs through pride of their own 
« intelligence :” then, no doubt, he was more 
fit to be admitted to heavenly ſocieties. And 
in another place he fays, Some who can- 
* not believe the divinity of Chriſt, are allowed 
© to go travel and ſee, or find out, if any heaven. 
* exiſts, where that truth is denied.” But in 
the laſt publiſhed and fulleſt of his works, 
Apocalypſis Explicata, n. 1115, he gives ſo full 
an account of the method by which thoſe who 
have any good in them are made to confeſs the 
divine humanity, that it may prove inſtructive 
to tranſlate part of it on that ſubject. | 


8. Having in the foregoing article, n. 1174, 
ſhewn why ſo few chriſtians could acquire any 
idea of God's being Man, (when notwithſtan- 
ding he proves him to be the only truly perfect 
Man, even angels being comparatively but im- 
perfect men, recipients of life, fram the only 
fountain of life,) he now proceeds to tell us in 
n. 1115, what, as he-ſays, cannot fail to appear 
wonderful, © Every man in the idea of his 
*« ſpirit ſeeth God as Man, even he who in the 
te idea of his body, ſeeth him as a cloud, or va- 
f pour, air or ether, even he who hath denied 

I | 1 that 
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* that God is Man. A perſon is in the idea 


« of his ſpirit, when he thinks abſtractedly, and 
* jn the idea of his body when not abſtractedly 


| {from time and ſpace, ſo from the world.] 


* That every man in the idea of his ſpirit ſeeth 


„ God as Man, was evident to me from men 


te after their deceaſe, for they are then in the 
* ideas of the ſpirit; for man after death be- 
* cometh a ſpirit ; then it is impoſſible for them 
* to think otherwiſe of God, than as of Man.“ 
* Trial was made whether they could do other- 
* wiſe, for which purpoſe they were put into 
te the ſtate, which they had been in while'in the 
« world ; and then they thought concerning 
*& God, ſome as of an univerſal (principle); 


e ſome as of nature in it's inmoſt principles, 


« (intimis); ſome as of a cloud in the midſt of 
* ether; ſome as of a beam of light, and ſome 


> differently; yet as they returned from that 


« ſtate into the ſtate of the ſpirit, they thought 


concerning God as of a Man: which even they 


te themſelves admired, and ſaid that it was ſa 


* implanted in every ſpirit. But bad ſpirits, 
ho had in the world denied a God, do alſo 


* after death FRY him: yet till they wor- 
| cc ſhip 


I know not whether I ſhould write, of Man, or of a 
Man; both ways are right ; but which i is the beſt, I leaye 


to poſterity to judge. 
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te ſhip “ for God ſome ſpirit who by his dia- 
* bolical arts Prevents in power over the 
« reſt.” h 


9. You erroneouſly quote, in par. 4, as if 
Swedenborg had faid, or that the New Church 


maintained, chat Jeſus Chriſt or God took 
* upon himſelf a proper human or material 


* body, but not a human ſoul.” It would ap- 
pear.to me a moſt inhuman thought to deny to 


the God of all humanity a human ſoul, if ſuch 


could be the meaning ; but it may proceed from 
the impoſſibility of ſome people being brought” 
to conceive, that what is human and what is 
divine could ever be united. It is true, that 
to talk of the ſoul of God may ſeem an impro- 
priety of ſpeech, as more properly predicable 
of created beings: yet that a compariſon may 
be made, is particularly ſhewrni in n. 14, De 
Divino Amore. The whole of that and the three 
ſucceeding numbers are worth referring unto, 


as truly inſtructive on the ſubject. He fays, 


10. © The eſe and exifers in God- Man 
e are alſo diſtinctly one, as ſoul and body; 
« there is no ſoul without it's body, neither 
* can there be any OP without it's ſoul ; the 

« divine 


» The "RN yro Deo, may be, inſtead of a God, 


« divine ſoul of God-Man is what is underſtood 
« by the divine eſe, and the divine body which 
« jis underſtood by the divine exiſtere. That a 
« foul could exiſt without a body, and think 
and underſtand, is an error flowing from fal- 
* lacies; for every ſoul of man is in a ſpiritual 
© body, after it has thrown off the material 
* floughs which it carried about with it in the 
* world.“ And in the laſt of theſe numbers, 
n. 18, he mentions, | 


* 
— IG On 


1 


IT. * Compariſon. of the uncreated Man, 
ho is God, may be made with created man, 
* becauſe God is Man: and by himſelf it is 
* ſaid, that man of the world was created ac- 
© cording to his image, and into his likeneſs 
te or ſimilitude. . Genel. i. 26, 27.” 


T2. In your 8th and in your 45 paragraphs, 
you. aſſert what ought never to be thought of, 
as if Swedenborg's doctrine denied a trinity 
before the incarnation. This error you and 
others might eaſily be led into from partial 
quotations out of his works, particularly of n. 
170, of True Chriſtian Religion: where it ought 
to be tranſlated, * That this trinity, or ſuch a 
trinity, (as is ſpoken of in the article prece- 
« ding,) was not before the world was created ; 

| | but 
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ec hut that after. the world was created, when 
God was incarnate, it was provided for and 
-< effected, and then in the Lord God, the Re- 
deemer and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” One ſingle 
' ſcripture is ſufficient; proof of that, Joh. vii. 39, 

where it is properly ſaid, « that the Holy Spirit 

« was not yet,“ becauſe that you” was not yet 
* « glorified, ” 


13. In n. 67, of True Chriſtian Religion, he 
- deſcribes the trinity of God, before the creation, 
as love, wiſdom, and both together in the co- 
- natus or effective deſire of producing uſes ; theſe. 
are not only truly divine effentials, - but alſo 
human, as they proceed from God; even this 
may prove God, in pri mis, to be truly Man 
from all eternity, and in all infinity. So that 
you may eaſily ſee, the trinity which he 
juſtly denies, is a trinity of three perſons, not 
: trinity in one perſon, ſo truly God glorified 
in the glorified perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 


14. After the creation, the ſame trinity is 

better defined under the appellation of divine 

oe, divine 'exiflere, and divine proceeding or 

| ”C operation; 

- *, The common tranſlation, to ſuit it to common ideas, 
Jag added in Italics the word [given,] WINS? is not in the 

original. | 
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operation; which is till divine love, wiſdom, and 
their effects. But a clearer: idea of the whole, 
and a better leſſon cannot be given, than by 
continuing the laſt cited n. 1115, of that moſt 
excellent work, Apocalyp/. * with n 
of the F number. jt 


Ic. " It om above (vide n. 8,) that to 
* think of God as Man is implanted in every 
* ſpirit : that this proceeds from influx of the 
Lord into the interiors of their thought, is 
_« evident from this; the angels of all the hea- 
, vens acknowledge the Lord alone, they ac- 
„ knowledge his divine (e) which is called 
.* the Father, they ſee his divine humanity, and 
they are in his divine proceeding ;- for the 
«univerſal angelic heaven is the divine proceed- 
« ing of the Lord. An angel is not an angel | 
1 from what is proper to himſelf, but from the 
divine (proceeding), which he receiveth from 
«the Lord; thence they are in the Lord; 
* wherefore they cannot think of any other 
when of God, but only of the Lord, in whom 
they are, and from whom they think. It 
* ought to be added, that the uni verſal angelic 
oe heaven is before the Lord as one man, which 
0 may be called the grand or greateſt man 
Was lu bono. NE = as was before ſaid, 
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« the angels in heaven are in the man, which is 
« the divine proceeding of the Lord: now be- 
* cauſe their thoughts there proceed according 
* to the form of heaven, therefore they cannot 
te think otherwiſe, when they think of God, 
te than of the Lord. In a word, all the angels 
* of the three heavens think of God as of 
« Man; neither can they do otherwiſe: if they 
* would (or wiſhed to do it,) their thought 
« would ceaſe, and they would fall from heaven. 
6% Thence now it is that every ſpirit, and alſo 
«every man, when he is in the idea of his 
_ «ſpirit, has it implanted: in him, a ee 
t to think of; God as Man.” | 
wo 11 

3G. 5 1116. It was denn this implanted 
e principle, that the moſt ancient men worſhip- 
« ped God viſible * under a human form, more 
te than their. poſterity: the Word alſo. teſtifies 
* that they ſaw God as Man; thus concerning 
* Adam, that he heard the voice of Jehovah 
« walking in the garden, concerning Moſes, 
% that he ſpoke with Jehovah face to face; that 
Abraham ſaw Jehovah in the midſt (or me- 
« dium) of three angels; that Lot ſpoke with 
two of them: Jehovah was alſo ſeen as a 
« Man by _ by Guideon, by Joſhua ; he 
p Cn. PP 


8 q 
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« appeared to Daniel as the Ancient of days, 
« and as the Son of Man; in like manner to 
John, as the Son of Man, in the midſt: of 
« ſeven candleſticks, as alſo to other prophets. 

That it was the Lord who was ſeen by them, 


_ « he himſelf teacheth when he ſays, that 


« Abraham exulted to ſee his day, and he ſaw 
tit, and was glad, Joh. viii: 56. Alſo, * that he 
* was before Abraham was, verſ. 58; and 
et that he was, before the world was, Joh. 
* RXvii. 5 and 24. That it was not the Father 
* but the Son who was ſeen; is plain; becauſe 
te the divine eſſe, which is the Father, cannot be 
« ſeen but through the divine exiftere; which is 
etc the divine human. That the divine eſe, which 

* js called the Father, was not ſeen, the Lord 

« alſo; teacheth in John v. 37: The Father, 


A ntdhe, Hach a Kimbelf orm Weste 


*« me: ye have neither heard his voice at any 
* time, nor ſeen his ſhape.” And in ch. vi. 
46, Not that any one hath ſeen the Father, 
« ſave he who is with the Father, he hath ſeen 
«the Father.” And in chap: i. 18, of the ſame, 
1 Nobody hath ſeen God at any time; the only. 


ie begotten Son, who is in the boſom of the 


6 her he hath * TO him.“ From 
cc all 


* The Greek word, Kiowa ſignifies, hath pi, 
or rather made manifeſt; the Latin is, expoſuit, | 
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« all which it is. evident, that the divine eſſe, 
«* which is the Father, was not ſeen by the an- 
« cients, neither could be ſeen, and yet chat it, 
48 Was ſeen through the divine exiſtere, which 
* js the Son. Since the eſſe is in it's, exiſere, 
< a8 a'ſoulis.in it's body, therefore whoe ver hath 
« ſeen; the divine exiſtere or the. Son, he hath, 
« alſo ſeen the divine eſ or the Father, which, 
<« the Lord confirms in theſe words, Philip: 
<« ſaid, Lord, ſhew us the Father, Jeſus ſaid to 
© him, have I been ſo long time with you, and 
« thou haſt not known me, Philip? He that 
« hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father; how 
« then doſt thou ſay; ſhew us the Father?“ 


« Joh. xiv. 8, 9. From which words it is mani- 


« feſt, that the Lord is the divine exiſtere, in 
« whom is the divine ee, thus God-Man who 
«was {cen by the ancients.“? And towards the 
end of n. 1119, he adds, In ſhort, whoever- 
« ſeeth God as Man, he: ſeeth God; becauſe he 
c ſeeth the Lord: for the Lord ſaith, Who 
t ſoever ſeeth the Son, and believeth in him, 

« he hath eternal life, Joh. vi. 40. Now to 
« ſee the Son, is to ſee him in ſpirit, becauſe it 

«is ſpoken even to thoſe who ſaw him not 

* in the world. And John ſaith, Whoſoever 
r hath the Son, hath the Father alſo.“ 


* 
— —— 


17. Theſe 
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17. Theſe long quotations we give as the 
beft anſwer to many of your prejudices, neither 
do we fear their proving tedious to any candid 
ſoul in a ſtate of receiving inſtruction from the 
Word being expounded according to it's true 
ſpiritual ſenſe. The four laſt paragraphs of 
your firſt letter may be better anſwered fur- 
ther on, when the odjections to the rival 
— in them 64. ap 


* 


* f Sh. of * . N gt * 


? 8 5 ; Y 1 34 
» ; : ; ' N 4 g 


18. Having been neceſſarily ſo prolix in-re-” 


futing ſome of your aſſertions and miſtakes in 
your- firſt letter; hoping alſo thereby to give 


the world a better idea of the ſyſtem, which 


we believe to be neither ſo new nor ſo dif- 
Fering materially from the faith of all true 
chriſtians, as the?moſt eſſential points of doc- 
trine have been always partially aſſerted by 
ſome remains of the beſt in all churches; 1 


wiſh to be more conciſe on your ſeven re- 


dn e ot Pos Pe 2? 
tas: | 57 5 : | +; 

: A+ your healing on what authority we 
receive Mr. Swedenborg, you give a fit anſwer ' 
in paragraph 14, that © the beſt evidence of a 
divine commiſſion is doing what God alone 
Walt iq! ' «could 
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could enable one to do. This may be done 
many ways without what the world calls mi- 
racles. To thoſe phariſees and ſadducees, who 
. aſked our Lord that he would ſhew them a 
ſign from heaven, his anſwer was, A wicked 
« and adulterous generation ſecketh after a 
«gn, and there ſhall no ſign be given unto 
*« it, but the ſign of the prophet Jonas,” Matt. 
xvi 4. And yet the good among the Jews 


could hold John as a prophet without any 
miracle, Matt, xx1, 26 ; likewiſe the moſt part 


.of both prophets and teachers from God, at- 
' tempted no miracles : yet we allow that a 
rational equivalent may be given, and in theſe 
works, the diſcloſing of the doctrine of cor- 
reſpondences, is a much ſtronger proof than 
miracles, to all ſuch as believe the divinity of 
the Word, and can thence neee it's 10 
ritual ſenſe, 


20, Notwithſtanding, ſome authentic in- 
ſtances of Swedenborg's ſupernatural facul- 


ties, in natural as well as ſpiritual ſubjects, 


ſhall be recorded in the courſe of this treatiſe, 
ſuch as ſome might call miraculous, - although 
no miracles. Neither do we doubt, “ but that 


1 Py * * 
P * 


many 


| See Apocalypfis Explicat. n. 670. 48 do cauſes | 
why this doftrine muſt on gradually, this is given aa 
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4 many of his memorabilia will in the courſe of 
God's providence prove more prophetic, than 
che was authorifed to aſſert. Thus far is cer- 
Stain, that no apparently reaſonable objection 
can poſſibly be, made againſt the doctrine, to 
which he hath not provided a rational anſwer, 
from the ſpiritual world, and the ſcriptures. | 


21. One moſt extraordinary caſe of this kind, 
"ſufficient alone when known to convince any 
- unprejudiced” of the literati, is already on re- 

cord in ptint, fo as not to be eaſily refuted. 
Some circumſtances however not yet generally 
known may be recited, as told by ſome Swe- 
"diſh gentlemen of veracity; although the ne- 
ceſſary Part proveth itſelf without their atteſ- 
tation. Of all the antagoniſts' of Mr, Swe- 

denborg there were but two of eminence, who 
attacked him openly in print during his life. 
time; the firſt was Doctor Erneſti of Leipſic, 
Who accuſed the doctrine of naturaliſm ; the 
other was Ekebom dean at Gottenburg, who 
+ Accuſed the doctrine of Mahumediſm. When 
en had publiſhed their invectives, Sweden- 
„ borg 8 


2 irie one; for all effefts which exiſt i in the natural 

e world, draw (or derive) their origins from cauſes in the 
* effpirituat world; eſpecially thoſe effects which concern 
N IE affairs of the church,” 


E 
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borg's mild anſwer. to both was „ in 
ſeventeen lines of Latin preſs, referring to what 
was already printed in the memorabile, n. 137, 
of Vera Chriſtiana Religio; wherein both their 
reaſonings are rehearſed from their conſociate 
ſpirits, their ſtation and reſidence particularly 
deſcribed at Leipſic and Gottenburg, and the 


moſt proper refutation given from the ſpiritual 
_ world and ſcripture, to each of their aſſertions. 


22. In your 17th paragraph, you are ſo fond 
of ineffectual miracles, that I ſhould reg kon it 
a moſt effectual miracle to convert you. 


23. No doubt, it is a very important thing 
to come from God with a meſſage to man; yet 


bo ſeldom have the learned or great men of 
this world made it important. The good au- 


thor of the hole Duty of Man hath, in his Lively 
Oracles, ſect. 1, (*) ſhewn the reaſonableneſs of 
expecting 


(% 17. „Alas, chriſtians do worſe than heathens ; they 
« not only put contempts, but tricks upon the ſcripture, 
« they wreſt and diſtort it to juſtify all their wild fancies 
6 or ſecular deſigns ; and ſuborn it's patronage to thoſe 
things it forbids, and tells us that God abhors. 
178. „ It were therefore a work worthy another inſpired 
< w7iting, to attempt the reſcue of this, and recover it to 
& it's _ eſtimate, Yet alas, could we 5 hope for that, 
o Fn 
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expecting ſuch a meſſenger, and foretold too 
true, how badly he would be received by many. 
Vet whatever cometh of God, muſt proſper in 
the end. It was about a hundred years after 
Chriſt, when both the learned Pliny and Trajan 
thought it their duty to put true chriſtians to 
torture, for meeting together to fing © to 
Criſt, as n God.“ 


24. I think there needs no ſtronger 1 of 
a bleſſed change for the better, being effected 


in man fince the firft coming of Chriſt; com- 


_ pare alſo Calvin's days, and our laſt Henry's 
who could burn Servetus, or any other who 
pretended to underſtand ſcripture better than 
themſelves. Even ſince the year 1757, one 
muſt almoſt ſhut his eyes, not to ſee, that 
ſpirituat liberty is yearly advancing, I aſſert it 
3 ; q wot 
ti we. have ſcoffers who would as well deſpiſe the new as 
& the old; and like the huſbandmen in the goſpel, Matt. 
46 xx1, 36, would anfwer ſuch a ſucceſſion of meſſages by 
< repeating the fame injuries.” en Oracles, or ee s 
* | 
See the truly philofophic Robert Boyle concerning the 
ſtyle of ſcripture : he foretels that the Apocalypſe was to 
be revealed, and that whoever knew the ſpiritual ſenſe of 
the firſt books might explain this laſt book, uſing a quaint 
fimilitude of oppoſite ſides, and oppoſite angles. 
See Pliny's Epiſtles, Book x. Epiſtl. 97 and g. 
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is truth, even if our years might appear to be 
ages. Thus have we the greateſt reaſon to ex- 


peRt that the world will mend, (taking it alto- 


gether) every few ages or centuries at the far- 
theſt. | | 4 
ag. What you quote out as Swedenborg con- 
cerning Africaand the gentiles, par. 24, is proving 
every few years to be more and more fulfilled. 
Abyſſinia is not the centrical part of Africa 
ſpoken of; yet even there, Mr. Bruce has 
proved that they have ideas of the Lord's 
human divine,“ nigher the truth according to 
this doctrine, than any church in Europez 
although Mr. Bruce himſelf might not under- 
ſtand it. But what is of much more conſe- 


quence, Mr. Bruce has been the means, under 


God, of bringing to Europe (and I hope to 
Chriſt's church,) the long loſt book of Enoch, 
or Chanoch acording to the Hebrew. Ac- 
- cording to all the quotations I have ſeen of it, 
it truly anſwers Mr. Swedenborg's deſcription 
of it, in ſeveral of his works, particularly that 

„ inva- 
See Mr. Hindmarſh's laſt Magazine for Ofober 1791, 


P- 423, for an extra out of Mr, Bruce, if the original be 
not at hand. 


'# In n. 519, 526, of the Arcana Cele it is ſhewn, | 


that Chanoch ſignifieth to inſtrutt, and that the ſame book 
- of inftruftion was preſerved for the uſe of poſterity. | 
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invaluable one laſt printed, his Apocalypſis Ex- 
plicata, n. 670, 728; and elſewhere, he proves 
that the ancients before the flood wrote moſt 
of their ſpiritual books in a figurative ſtile, 
like fables. No wonder that this precious book 
appeared as ſuch to Mr. Bruce. The late Dr. 
Woide was ſaid to have tranflated part of it; 
but as his labours are now over, it would cer- 
tainly prove a work worthy of the learned and 
enterprizing Mr. Bruce, to favour the world 
with a tranſlation of that antique book, no- 
the ſpiritual meaning could be unfolded :' many 
true chriſtians would eſteem it of more value 
than all the voyages and travels of ſome cen- 
turies; and it might alfo prove to poſterity the 
validity of ſome of his apparently incredible — 
ſertions, better than any private authority; 
too many ftill doubt the authenticity of hs 
book; although from what he has given us of 
it; 1 am convinced, that provided Mr. Bruce 
had but a glimpfe given him of the ſpiritual 
meaning of theſe natural words, (which could 
eafily. be done by an index of a few pages) the 
iteral fabulous part would diſappear at the ſplen. 
dor of it's ſpiritual beauty. Now if Mr: Prieft- . 
fey could live to ſee three other books of the 
ancient Word brought back from Great Tartary, 
; vhich is poſſible, being deſcribed by Sweden 
borg 
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borg to be preſerved there, one the book of 
Faſter, another the Wars of Fehovah, and the 


third called Enuntiala or Prophetic, all partly + 


quoted by Moſes ; even then, if he cannot be- 
lieve, ſome of his miſled followers poſſibly may. 
That ſuch books do ſtill exiſt there, has much 
better collateral proof, than the book of Enoch® 
had before it was providentially introduced 
into Europe, now at the very time when it's 


W men xy be firſt Hong nee * 


26 5 your 26th e you al * 


moſt reaſonable appeal to reaſon and ſcripture, 
Which we en of. = 


27. Fer in your next, you refuſe the e ſpititual 
ſenſe of the Word, although partly allowed even 
while little underſtood by all real chriſtians. 
. Surely that is againſt reaſon, whence manifold 
contradictions muſt proceed. For example, 
Dr. Prieſtley may know, that it is literally as 


Impoſſible for Chriſt to come viſibly to judg- 


ment 


, 
. 


The book of Enoch is ſaid to have been twice taken 
up to heaven, or reſerved for poſterity when refuſed cre- 
dence upon earth: no wonder it is now returned to us, 
when the woman's man-child is returning, after he alſo 


was taken up for a while. See Apocalypſ. Revel. & Expli- 
cat. n. 670. 5 
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ment in the clouds of this viſible heaven, as it 
is for the greateſt ſtars to fall to this little 


earth: ſtill both are ſpiritual truths, and told 


as ſuch in one ſentence, Matt. xxiv. 29, 30. 
Even Dr. Prieſiley ſeems to allow the former 


_  hterally, without thinking of the impoſſibility 
of the other. Vet admitting his doctrine of 


Chriſt's being a mere man, the impoſſibility 
would be equal, In truth, without allowing a 
ſpiritual ſenſe to all ſpiritual writings, great 
part of them muſt appear contradictory. to men 


of ſenſe and erudition, which bath made ſo 


many learned Deiſts, denying the Word. Thus 
alſo, in anſwer to your forty-ſecond * paragraph 
and it's falſe logic, all good people have but 
one ſpiritual and celeſtial Father, even as they 


have but one ſpiritual, Saviour, our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who is over alle un . * ever, 
Amen. Rom. ix. „ e . 


ad s general W to al Fu 8 
in your 3d and ꝗth letters, about the perſon of 
Chriſt and the perſon of God being two dif- 
ferent perſons, I was glad to find that you al- 
Upon Matt. xxiii. 9. One is your Father even God, he 


reaſoneth thus: „But does it therefore follow, that we have 
u no other Father beſides God; and yet, according to your 
| Em if every OO who is called a Saviour be 


* God, 5 
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lowed God to be any perſon; for I have really 


found, that the majority of your followers allow 


God to be nobody. This doctrine, according to 


what I have already recited from n. 10 to 18, 


never pretended to ſay that Jeſus Chriſt was the 


fame perſon with God the Father, according 
to your .imagination of it; no more than you 


could fay that your ſoul was the ſame perſon as 


your body: but as ſoul and body make one 
perſon, even that would be nigher the truth, 
than making your ſoul one perſon and your 


body another, as your ſyſtem preſuppoſeth ir. 
Yet we prove from ſcripture, that © in the glo- 


te rified perſon 6f Jeſus Chriſt, the whole ful- 
«neſs of the Godhead dwelleth bodily,” now 


even in the ultimates, that is, the natural, God. - 


Man, as he was from eternity in primis, accord- 
ing to n. 13 above. Thus is he the only Alpha 
and Omega, the Almighty, according to his 
own words in Matt. xxviii. 18, after his glo- 
rification; with which, if you compare his 


laſt words in the 20th verſe, after his order to 


baptize in his name all nations, you may eaſily 
conceive that none but the Almighty alone, 
| De who 


* God, every one who is called a Father muſt be ſo too.” 
See in Apocalypſe, Expiic. n. 746 and 966, a full and beau- 
| tiful explanation of this text, which proveth that the Lord's : 


words muſt be . underſtood. 


24 ESSAYS IN DIVINITY AND PHYSIC. 


who hath all power in heaven and earth, could 
poſſibly be omnipreſent until the end of the 
l. or conſummation of the age. 


29. That they did baptize in the name of 
Jeſus, and in the name of the Lord Jeſus, which 
is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, may be ſeen 
proved from Acts viii. 16, and x. 48. The 
ſenſible and learned Mr. Wm. Jones, in his 
doctrine of the trinity, after having beautifully 
proved from ſcripture the divinity of Chriſt, 
yet in his 3d chapter is ſo full of his three per- 
ſons, that in his ninth paragraph, he is like 
you in your 38th, ſo unwilling upon theſe texts 
to give up his prejudices, that he would rather 
hint, © there, was either a ſtrange deſect in the 
c baptiſm itſelf, or in the account we have of 
„ although he quotes how it was underſtood | 
by Irenæus. In Chriſti nomine ſubaudibur qui 
© unxit, & qui uncius eſt, et ipſa unctio in qua unclus 
* eft:?* lib. iii. cap. 20: which is literally Swe- 
denborg's doctrine. This may prove alſo, that 
the doctrine is not properly ſo new, as renewed, 
How. ealily good. Mr. Jones' s prejudice. of 

education 


3 2 Literally tranſlated: ans e In the name of Chriſt i is 
6 underſtood, he who anointed, and. he who was anointed, 
| « and the unction or anointing itſelf in which he was 
« anointed,” 
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education may be got over in the next world; 
is particularly mentioned, concerning the old 
clergy, in Ver. Chriſt. Relig. n. 138. I wiſh to 
God, it may prove as eaſy to confute and 
convince you in the ſpiritual world; then 
ſhould I hope, were I found worthy, to ſhake 
hands with you both, and be art laſt all of one 
mind in the main, as we have ſome reaſon to 
expect from the above recited n. 1115, of Apo- 
calyꝑſ. Explicat. quoted in paragraph 8. 


30. In your 29th paragraph, you aſſert, 
no ſpeaker or writer knowing the uſe of lan- 
« guage, will ever connect two names which 
« denote only the ſame perſon by the conjunc- 
« tive particle and.” You forget Galar. i. 4. 
According to the will of God and our Father; 
alſo Epheſ. v. 20. Giving thanks unto God 
« and the Father, in the name of. our Lord ;"” 
alſo Revel. i. 6, and many other places, both in 
the Old and New Teſtament. Yet I have never 
found, where God and Chriſt were mentioned 
together after the glorification, that either the 
following verb or adjective ever was put in the 
plural, while the action was equally appropriate 
to both names: for example, what you quote 
in your 68th paragraph, 2 Tim. iv. 1, literally 
may be thus, I charge thee before the God 

E « and 
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« and Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is to judge the 

« quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
« kingdom ;” not who are to judge, &c. as if 
there were two different perſons ; ſee alſo 1 

Theſſal. iii. 11. 2 Peter i. 2 and 3. Rev. vi. 16 
and 17, &c. &c. Surely you would not deny 
the Lord Jehovah to be the judge of all the 
earth, as Abraham called him, Geneſ. xviii. 25. 
Let here you muſt allow that Jeſus Chriſt 1s 
about to judge all; no doubt, as his deputy ac- 
cording to your ſyſtem, while your Epicurean 
God is too abſent or too idle to make his ap- 
pearance! Alas! how different is the word of 
truth, „not a ſparrow falleth to the ground 
« without our Father who is in heaven.“ 


31. It is a moſt ſnocking idea, that of giving 
God a deputy, for he himſelf hath ſaid in Iſaiah 
xKlii. 8, and xlvijii. 11. My glory will I not 
« give to another.“ Yet I can recollect that 
before reading theſe precious writings, I was 
from my father very partial to good Dr. Sam. 
Clark's ſyſtem ; which maketh it now appear 
a double bleſſing to me, to be enabled to ac- 
| knowledge the Lord aright. ate 


ig 2. You ſay, par. 33, Jeſus frequently aſcribed 
to his Father, what he expreſsly denied of him- 
ON 1 «it 
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« ſelf.” By your partial quotations to prove 
this, it is not ſtrange that you quoted Sweden- 
borg partially to prove him and his followers 
uncharitable, as ſhewn in n. 3 and 5 above; 
yet it can be eaſily proved from the context, 
that the contrary to your meaning is the truth. 
It is written, © there is no God;”' but what con- 
nects it? © The fool hath ſaid in his heart.“ 
In like manner you quote out of ſcripture, * the 
« Son can do nothing of himſelf ;”” but what fol- 
lows? * but what he ſeeth the Father do, for 
«what things ſoever he doeth, theſe alſo doeth 
the Son likewiſe.” Is not that every thing 
good and right which God alone can do? I 
wiſh I had time to tranſlate, and you: had pa- 
tience to conſider, what he has written on this 
text and ſubject, in Apecalyyy: hes he n. 309, 
and 852, 

33- As the beſt refutation of whatever is 
wrong, and elucidation of what is right on this 
ſubject, J ſhall only recite about twelve lines of 
his comment on the twelve verſes connected 
with the text, being from John v. 17 to 28th 
verſe, out of n. 852 of Apoc. Explic. * That 
* by the Father here is underſtood, what is 
« divine (divinum) in the Lord, which was 


« his very life, as the ſoul of the father is in 


2 o every 
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« every man; and that by the Son is under- 
e ſtood what is human, (bumanum) which lived 
te or had life from what was divine in him, and 
te thence alſo was made divine; conſequently 
«+ that the Father and the Son are one, is plain 
« from the Lord's words there, viz. that the 
Son doeth like things as the Father, that the 
« Son raiſeth up the dead and quickeneth whom 
« he will, as the Father; that the Son hath 
« life in himſelf as the Father; and that they 
« will live who hear the voice of the Son. 
« From hence it is manifeſtly evident, that 
« the Father and the Son are one, as ſou] and 
« body; and that becauſe he called God his 
« own Father, and made himſelf equal to 2 
t the 1 ſought to ſlay him.” 


34. 1 0b not but many of Mr. Prieſtley's 
followers, and all ſuch as deny the divinity of 
Chriſt, will agree with a Mohammedan com- 
mentator on the Koran, who ſays, * * The in- 
© habitants of a region many thouſand leagues 


*in extent, are ſtill ſo deluded by the devil, 


e that they impiouſly call Ja the Son of God.” 


He ws, Heaven preſerve us from blaſ- 


* pheming 


See the 2d val of * Afiatic Reſearches,” lately wu 
liſhed by Sir Wm. . on the iſland of 8 | 
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s pheming chriſtians, as well as blaſpheming 
« Jews.” Having myſelf lately heard ſome of 
them openly declare that they believed Jeſus 
Chriſt to be as much the ſon of Joſeph, as 
* they were their o father's ſon ; which to my 
cars ſounded as worſe blaſphemy from them 
who pretended to believe part of the Word, 
than the Mohammedan's, who had only part 
of the Word adulterated. 


36. Theſe abſurd reaſonings bring to my re- 
collection the more acute and as natural reaſon- 
ing of a boy about ten years old, whole: father 
wrote the beſt and moſt ſpirited anſwer to Dr. 
Prieſtley on his materiality of the ſoul. The 
father was arguing againſt the _ divinity of 
Chriſt, although he allows him to be properly 
called the Son of God, giving him all power, 
but no worſhip,. as the Father's deputy, &c. 
as being his Son; the boy ſtopped him ſhort by 
hoping, © he could not allow him to be God's 
te own Son, for God never had a wife that he 
* had heard of; and when his father tried to 
filence him, he then begged to know © what 
* was her name, for he * was ſure God was too 
* good to get a Son without marrying.” Such 

DOS e rea 
Here the innocent wiſdom of the babe appears, in the 
Juſt idea of God as a good man. 
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reaſonings, whether of the Socinian or Arian, 
the Mohammedan or the child, only prove the 
truth of what the apoſtle Paul faith, in 1 Corin. 
chap. 1i. from the ſeventh verſe to the end, 
« that the natural man receiveth not the things 
«of the ſpirit of God,” elſe they © would not 


* again daily crucify to themſelves the Lord of 
« glory.” 


36. The wiſdom of God hidden in a myſ- 
tery, which the apoſtle here quotes, as foretold 
by Haiah Ixiv. 4. © what eye hath not ſeen, nor 
* ear heard,” &c. yet which in the next verſe 
« he telleth, © God hath revealed unto us by 


« his ſpirit,”” is the unconcetvable love of God 
in becoming Man on earth, to redeem an other- 


wiſe loſt world; as both Mr. Locke and the 
good author of the love of Jeſus or Clauſtrum 
Anime prove; the joys of a future ſtate not 
being the ſubject of diſcourſe; yet probably li- 


terally true even with regard to them, they alfo 
being eee | 


37. It may appear harſh to ſay, as ſuch 
again do daily crucify to themſelves the Lord 


l of glory, yet what elſe but the denial of his 


divinity provoked the Jews to attempt to ſtone 


| jew, and at laſt founded their accuſation to 


crucify 
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crucify him, John xix. 7. To all ſuch, our 
Saviour's words in Luke xix. 27, may prove 
much harſher ; for they are evidently his ene- 
mies, whoever would not that he ſhould reign 
over them. Yet in extenuation of their natural 
blindneſs, we muſt allow that many ſcriptures, 
deſcribing Chriſt's ſtate of temptation and hu- 
miliation upon earth, may, litera ly taken, re- 
preſent the Son as a different perſon from the 
Father; ſo that their beſt excuſe may be, 


4 Father forgive them, for they know not what 
« they do.” 


38. In your 61ſt paragraph, you wiſh for 
evidence.that the power of hell has been de- 
ſtroyed ſince the year 1757, when Emanuel 
Swedenborg ſays a laſt judgment did take place. 
Surely the abolition of the power of the Jeſuits 
is not to be forgot, with it's conſequents 
the fall of the papal power, and the ſpread of 
ſpiritual liberty, which hath now extended it- 
ſelf to the noble nation of Frenchmen, even in 
the natural, as he deſcribes them, under the ten 
horns, which ſignify much power, ſee Apocal. 
Revelat. n. 7140 to 746. And afterwards, in 
n. 787; ſpeaking of the Roman Catholic ſuper- 
ſtition in general, he ſays, © that although they 
| © cannot as yet recede from all it's externals, 

«Kon 
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« on account of the power of the prieſts and 
* monks domineering over them; yet ſtill, they 
can now recede from it's internals ; ſince all 
* liberty has been and is now left to man's will 
* and underſtanding, and thence to his affection 
c and thought.” Surely this alloweth all Pro- 
teſtants to belong internally and eſſentially to 
the New Jeruſalem, without much regard of 
outward form. Had there been any fault in 
conforming to an imperfect outward form, 
Baron Swedenborg never would have taken 
the ſacrament in an imperfect Lutheran form, 
both in Sweden and on his death bed in 
London. 


39. You ſeem allo willing to take the apoſtle 


Paul's prediction of the laſt judgment literally, 


not conſidering that ſo, he would have twice 
given himſelf the lie, as ſoon as he died; for he 
poſitively ſays twice, * that we who are alive, 
« and who are to remain until the coming of the 
„Lord,“ &c. But it is known that both he 
and 'his hearers are departed long ago; ſo that 
it appears to me a much better way to take it 
like all other prophecies in the ſpiritual ſenſe, 
that they were to be ſpiritually alive in Chriſt; 
then it will coincide with Swedenborg's deſcrip- 


tion of a laſt judgment, and appear no impoſſi- 


ble 
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ble contradiction, as according to n. 27 en 
it would otherwiſe ſeem to me: 


40. Neither would I pretend to judge, her 
ther or no the Apoſtle was let wholly into it's 


ſpiritual ſenſe of a judgment, ſince we have 


reaſon to believe, the other Apoſtles at firſt 
took literally that they were to ſit on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael; 
even. as your learned predeceſſor * Dr. Price 
talks, or rather dreams, ** of ſitting upon thrones; 
* and looking down on angels and atchangels.” 


"Theſe natural ideas may be fitteſt for ſome only 
natural men, and ſomie only natural philoſo-. 


phers. Yet it might be better to remember; 
God ſcattereth the proud in the imagination 
* of their own hearts,” Luke i. 51. 


41. Your idea, par: 65 arid 66, that all who 
i have died, are now in a ſtate of death, and 
t are to remain ſo until the coming of Chriſt; 
% and this coming will be perſonal and viſible 
10 ; in the clouds of heaven,“ F at the end of the 
| world 

1 think it is written in what Dr, Price calls, The Spirit 
of Prayer ; yet when J read it ſome years ago, it appeared 
to me to contain much of the old ſpirit of independence. 


+ That the end of the world is never meant, one may 


And without much . 3 as the ſame words ate tranſs 
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world according to common ſuppoſition ; all 
appeareth to me much more ſhocking than the 
idea of an ignorant ſervant of General Clin- 
ton's, who being not able. to fleep from a love 
diſappointment, and hearing on a Sunday morn» 
ing, that they would ſleep in their graves until 
the reſurrection, haſtily faid, © he would be 
« d—&4 then if he did not now get a good long 
* ſleep; and as quickly put the experiment in 
practice, by hanging himſelf effectually. Even 
thus may a falſe theory oſten produce a bad 
practice.“ How much more comfortable is the 
truth of our Saviour's words in Matt. xxilt. 32, 
that they all live unto God; and that they 
do not live without bodies, is plain from the 
viſible appearance of Moſes and Elias, _— 
with Jeſus at the Mora 8 


42. Doctor Prieſtley, I 1 is not the only 
perſon who wiſhes for no marriage in heaven, 

and 
| lated in Hebr. ix. 26. But now once in the end of the 
& world hath he appeared to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of 


« himſelf ; “ which plainly means, not the ud. of this - 
world, but the conſummation of the Jewiſh age.” 


I was called to him while warm, but ſoon found him 
paſt the Humane Society's reach. A very inhumane So- 
ciety ſome of them belonging to the faculty may appear, 
if they cannot do their duty without ſo much bragging and 
bribery. 
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and yet many as well as myſelf would not 
eſteem it half a heaven without. In truth, 
heaven may be called a marriage and it's chaſte 
love, and as ſuch is deſcribed in the Word: 
while adultery and it's luſts make hell; ſo that 
«< what God hath joined together, let not man 
put aſunder. Neither doth it at all con- 
tradi our Saviour's words, '** that there they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage ;" 
that is, that they do not, as the Sadducees inferred, 
either pick or chooſe out of ſeven, but each 
meets their match, * being paired from heaven, 
like the angels before full admiſſion into it, for 
God alone doth join them together: thus ful- 
filling another remarkable ſaying of our Lord's, 
upon record of Clement Romanus ; who, towards 
the end of his 2d epiſtle to the Corinthians, has 
| aſs memorable words, according to the Alex- 
yi 2 andrian 


4 ; 9 
N 2 
* 


* That both Milton and Dr. Watts had ſome true ideas 
of conjugial love in heaven, may be ſeen proved in p. 89, 
of the New Ferufalem Magazine: Milton's words are, 
| worthy to be added; 


« When 1 embrace, 
& Total they mix, union of pure with pure;”* 
which I believe more literally true, than moſt of his 


readers can imagine. Yet Swedenborg's treatiſe of Con- 
Jugial Love is fully as chaſte, and much truer than cither, | 
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andrian copy in the Britiſh Muſeum, (uppoſed 
do be written by Thecla). 


1 If therefore we de what is juſt in the 
*« fight of God, we ſhall enter into his king- 
* dom, and ſhall receive the promiſes : where 
te fore let us every hour expect the kingdom of 
« God in love and righteouſneſs, becauſe we 
* know not the day of God's appearing. For 
the Lord himſelf being aſked by a certain 
« perſon, when his kingdom ſhould come, an- 
* ſwered, © When two ſhall be one, and that 
which is without as that which is within, 
« and the male with the female, neither male 
« nor female. This is an expreſs definition of 
Swedenborg's deſcription * of the ſpiritual mar- 
riage, which maketh them both one angel, yet. 
with the power of acting diſtinct when occaſion. 
Surely to an unprejudiced mind, neither St. | 
Paul, nor any other, could write more orthodox 
than theſe epiſtles, to which Ff one of our moſt 
Jearned archbiſhops bath given his teſtimony, 
as moſt worthy of the apoſtolic age. | 


44. Phi- 


* See Abocal. Explicat. n. 984. He ſays, that every con- 
jugal pair in heaven, are not called two angels, but one. 
The whole on that ſubjeR, from n. 981 to 2011, is enough, | 
if underſtood, to convert any innocent infdel on this Pat. 


1929 ere Wake. 


ESSAYS IN DIVINITY AND PHYSIC.. 377 


1* 


44. Philoſophizing according to your own. 
firſt principles of metaphyſics, (in par. 70, 
which I make the firſt of your fixth letter, 
you blame Swedenborg for talking in expreſsly 
the ſame words concerning God, as the ſcrip- 
ture doth. Yau forget where it is written, 
* God is love: I am the * the truth, and the 
Ff life,” * &c. 


4 5. Your arguments towards the end of that 

letter, par. 82, tend much to prove God to be - 

nobody; as you think it highly degrading to 

* the Divine Being ever to exiſt in a human | 

* form.” Indeed your idea of his form being 

that of infinite ſpace may be much more pre- 

poſterous, than the apparition which you m_ 

cc wad 16 the Flops of (66 avnd of + pw.” 


46. In the beginning of your ſeventh letter, 
you ridicule Swedenborg's account of his con- 
verſations in the ſpiritual world, as like to 
dreams or reveries, to which ſome perſons 
awake are ſubject. In anſwer thereto, I firſt 
obſerve, that to ſuch as underſtand them, nane 
appear without their uſe. I ſhall alſa mention, 
as promiſed in n. 20, ſome anecdotes of his ſu- 

pernatural communications within the proof of 
wy own acquaintance ; not ſuppoſing that ſuch 
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proof, even if allowed, would convert any, yet 
it may confirm ſome not yet eſtabliſhed in the 
truth. See n. 20. . 


47. The late Chriſtopher Springer, Eſq. was 
my patient the two or three laſt years of his life: 
Having read a letter of his to the Abbẽ Pernetty, 
printed among ſome anecdotes of Swedenborg's 
life, wherein he mentions, © The whole of what 
r he has related to me, concerning my deceaſed 
friends and enemies, and of the ſecrets which 
* exiſted only between them and me, is almoſt 
* paſt belief; and wiſhing to hear the circum- 
ftances from himſelf concerning Count D'Egle- 
blad; Mr. Springer told me before Mr. F. Nor- 
denſkjold, Mr. B. Chaſtanier, and others, that 
the Count had provoked him to draw his ſword 
upon him, differing about politics, but that 
they had made it up, and promiſed not to men- 
tion it to any while in life; that afterwards the 
Count had attempted to bribe him with a purſe 
of 10, ooo rix dollars, which ſum and circum- 
ſtances Mr. Swedenborg particularly mentioned 
to him, as having it from converſing with the 
Count juſt then deceaſed. Mr. Springer each 
time, for he told it more than once, threw down 
his handkerchief on the floor, while relating that 
part by my fire-ſide, to ſneẽ with what abhor- 


* 
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rence he refuſed the purſe, He alſo faid, 

Swedenborg had told him, their once ad- 
verſary in politics was not ſo bad a man as they 
had thought him, for that he was then pre- 
paring for heaven. He likewiſe confirmed how 
Swedenborg had related to him, what particular 
ſhare he had in ſettling the peace, which was a 
profound ſecret, as may be ſeen in the above- 
mentioned 1 letter. 


to Another anecdote from Dr. Maſſiter, 
who attended Swedenborg in his laſt illneſs, 
1 ſhall willingly publiſh, as it may rectify a falſe 
aſperſion on Mr. Swedenborg's character, lately 
put in print by Mr. Petit Andrews, who 1 
wiſh had inquired better into it. Having had 
the favour of the doQtor's company to dine 
with me and a few friends, ſome weeks before 
his deceaſe, ſome of the company having heard 
that the doctor had aſked the queſtion, wiſhed 
to know whether Swedenborg had mentioned . 
when this New Jeruſalem doctrine might be 
eſtabliſhed ; as at that time the regular clergy 
ſeemed almoſt all to refuſe it: to which-the 
doctor faid, © The Baron's anſwer to me was, 
t that times and ſeaſons were in God's hands, 
therefore he could not poſitively ſay when; 
« yet thus much he was allowed to tell him, 


1 that 
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«that he would probably live thirteen years, 
« juſt to ſee it in it's bud. Now,” ſays the 
doctor, © it is juſt thirteen years that I have 


lived, as he foretold, to ſee it in it's bud, 


<« through your little ſociety's now encouraging 
*-the.printing of his works. The doRtor alſo 
confirmed what Mr. Shearſmith and his wife, 
in. whoſe houſe he died, haye declared upon 
oath, that Mr. Swedenborg knew. and foretold 
the Sunday evening he was to leave them, and 
that to the laſt he aſſerted, the doctrine 
* would: be received in God's good: time, be- 
% cauſe that the Lord has promiſed it in his 
e Word.” Mr. Andrews's tale from his ac- 
quaintance, that Swedenborg had affirmed 


he would not die until his return to Sweden, 


needs no other refutation. I had promiſed to 
return the doctor's viſit with my ſpouſe, the 
firſt good weather; but a few weeks after, 
hearing that the doctor had died ſuddenly, I 


told my wife that ſhe was now too late in re- 


L turning the doctor's viſit, as his thirteen years 


were now quite out; yet luckily the doctor 


did not ſeem to ſuſpect it in that limited ſenſe. 


49. Several more remarkable, and ſome pub- 
licly authenticated proofs of his ſupernatural 
communications are on record, particularly that 


"__ 
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grand teſtification given to the Queen of Swe- 
den; as to which I have heard“ a moſt amiably 
learned: lady declare, that ſhe remembers our 
Ducheſs of York's uncle affirming it as known 
at their court, and of itſelf a ſufficient proof of 
the Baron's moſt extraordinary ſpiritual com- 
munications. Yet as none of theſe can convert, 
we ſhall try whether three extraordinary anec- 
dotes of him as a natural philoſopher may not 
amaze, | | | 


50. The firſt may prove an anſwer to your 
ſuggeſtion, . par. 89, that Swedenborg knew 
nothing of Herſchell's lately diſcovered planet; 
whether he did or not, it is evident he, was not 
permitted to publiſh any thing ſpiritual con- 
cerning it's inhabitants; poſſibly leſt it might 
be miſtaken for a miracle; yet that he had an 
early glimpſe of it's exiſtence may be proved 
from the firſt volume of his natural philoſophy, 
publiſhed in 1734, called Regnum Minerale: 
where treating of the chaos of the ſun and of 
the planets, thence proceeding, he has given in 
three different plates, three delineations of the 
ſeven primary planets, in their proceſſion from 
our ſun, always diſtinctly ſeven, which could 
not be without one unknown. This may look 


like inſpiration, even as all true knowledge 


* Mrs. Br. 
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proceedeth from above; that he means the ſeven 
primary planets, is ſtill more evident from n. 
11, De Cultu et Amore Dei, printed in 1745. 
Such true theory proveth the falſity of Dr. 
Prieftley's natural philoſophy, that our earth 
is independent of it's ſun, even as he wiſhes to 


make his church independent of Chriſt as it's 


God. No vonder that the doctrine of divine 


influx appears equally unphiloſophical to Soci- 
nians, who reject all ſuch influx. 


51. Next, in the ſame volume, you may 
find his ſingular account of the magnetic fluid, 


and his calculation of the variation of the com- 


paſs, for above a hundred years to come; 
where he calculates, that the variation will 
now return eaſtward, receding yearly until it 
reaches thirty-ſix degrees eaſt ; which fact Mr. 
Maſkelyne at Grecenwich has already proved 
beginning to take place, as I have heard he 
A lately to Mr. George On 


52. His third” diſcovery; for his we can 
juſtly prove it, ſurpaſſes in utility any other 


known for ages to a trading nation ; even his 
diſcovery, when a young man, of the only 


proper method of finding the longitude, by 
the moon's place and diſtance from the ſun, 
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or fixed ſtars and their altitudes, which he 
publiſhed about 1721, with ſome varieties of 
theory not yet put fully in practice. : 


53. Conſidering Swedenborg never wrote for 
* as he was indeed above it, I have often 
thought it would be but juſtice in the * com- 
miſſioners of the longitude, to pay ſome be- 
coming reſpect to his ingenuity ; for it cer- 
tainly merited more thouſands, than Mr. Har- 
riſon's, in making a good watch, could deſerve 
hundreds: and yet I ſhould be loth to grudge 
even him his reward, although every body may 
know, that the beſt watch is but a fallible 
machine. 


5 54. Although 


* There is a grand · niece of -Swedenborg's about twelve 
years of age, now at a ſchool in this neighbourhood, ſup- 
ported principally by the precarious contribution of a few 
friends to his memory; ſurely it might be more juſt and 
honourable to provide a little for ſuch an uſe, than to ex- 
pend thouſands on uſeleſs flattering monuments, Mr. By 
Chaſtanier, Surgeon, in Tottenham-court-road ; Claes 
Grill, Eſq. Swediſh Conſul, Dunſter-court, Mincing-lane 
or myſelf, would accept any further donation for her gle, 
although it may be more properly due from the com- 
miſſioners of longitude, Mine own annual guinea is pro- : 
miſed her while occaſion for it, even were I neceſſitated 
to withdraw it from ſome other charities, | 


prove your ſpirit not yet rectified,) eſpecially if 
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54. Although we know, that whoever can- 
not find Chriſt as God in the Word, or God 


in Chriſt as the apoſtle calls it, certainly can 


find him no where; for ſuch muſt naturally 
think it as the doctor doth, © a manifeſt abſur- 
6% dity to make a real perſon, whether God or 
* man, to be the ſame with a writing concern- 
* ing him.” Yet we ought to remember, He 
© that rode on the white horſe, his name is 
© called the Word of God, and that he is de- 
“ ſcribed as a real perſon, even the King of 
* Kings," and Lord of lords.“ Apocal. xix. 11 
to I6, . But theſe, like John i. 1, and many 
more, are hard texts, which I am convinced 
every confirmed Socinian muſt deny in their 
heart, whatever they my pretend to with 
their mouth, 


4 
1 


955 In your concluſion, par. 96, as in your 
preface, you ſeem as much at a loſs to diſtin- 


guiſh a true revelation from a falſe, or a good 
ſpirit from a bad one, as if St. John had given 


us no directions how to try the ſpirits. Who- 
ever conſults the three firſt verſes of the fourth 
chapter of his firſt cpiſtle, may find an ecaſy 
and never-failing method of proving the ſpirits, 
whether they be of God; (but alas! it might 


you 
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you underſtand the ſecond verſe according to 
the Greek original, or the reading in the mar- 
gin. For in the margin of Field's, and of moſt 
ſuch bibles, it is wrote according to the Greek, 
© come in fleſh,” which is the better tranſlation 
and in the Alexandrian COPY, e ozugul E, 
come, or rather who came in the fleſh, is omit- 
ted to be repeated in the third verſe, as the 
meaning 1s the ſame without ; according as it 
is explained in the 15th verſe what it is to con- 
feſs him, even © Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that 
* Jeſus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him 
e and he in God.” That confeſſing him to be 
the Son of God, includes alſo his own words 
of being one with the Father is plain ; for the 
very worſt ſpirits cannot deny, therefore do 
confeſs that Jeſus is come in the fleſh, 


56. The Jews denied him to be the Son of 
God, and ſo crucified him: the beſt Mahom- 
medans allow, he was born of a * virgin, ſo not 
the Son' of Joſeph, but of God; while the So- 
cinians, like the worſt Mahommedans, would 
allow 


* The Koran has a whole chapter called Mary, which 
I have read with pleaſure, although mixed with fables, to 
prove. that Jeſus was born of a virgin, however in other 

parts it contradicts itſelf, 


; 
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allow him to be only the Son of Joſeph, thus 
prophaning the Word. See n. 34 above. 


57. No doubt but all ſuch as refuſe any ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe in the Word, and conſequently the 
moſt reaſonable explanation of that ſenſe that 
ever was revealed to man, muſt alſo have de- 
nied St. John's revelations, Ezekiel, and moſt 
of the prophets, had they lived in their days; 
and muſt have treated them in like manner as 
enthuſiaſts and impoſtors. Nay, we can believe 
what you ſay, © ſhould any being in the com- 
* plete form of an angel, tell you (theſe great 
* truths,) that God had the form of a man, 
* and that this God was (or rather is) Jeſus 
« Chriſt, you ſhould tell him that he was a 
« lying ſpirit.”*. For it is recorded: of Luther, * 

from. his own teſtimony and that of others, that 
be twice ſerved an angel ſent to warn him not 
to preach up his own darling doctrine of faith 
alone, in much like manner. Vet that there 
vere. extraordinary means uſed in the ſpiritual 
world, 


However ridiculous to ſome it may appear, yet it is a ; 
fact well atteſted, that to this day, travellers are ſhewn 
the room at Eiſleben, where Luther threw his ink- ſtand at 
the devil, as the people of the place call it, and they take 
care to preſerve the ink · ſpot on Tg whited 2 8 Seo 
Luther's Table-talk. | 
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world, to convince him of his errors, and that 


he was at length put to rights, we are told in 
Ver. Chriſt. Religio. n. 796, and elſewhere. May 
that one God, of whoſe eſſence you now profeſs 
to © know nothing at all, par. 71, although a 
« few pages back you had quoted that love it- 
« ſelf, and wiſdom itſelf, conſtitute his eſſence,“ 
may he prepare you yet for a better place than 
you are preparing for yourſelf ! nay further, 
(for I mean not to be ill-natured) may it be the 
fate of us all. Ws 


58. While we are on the ſubject of trying 
the ſpirits, I wiſh to relate a moſt ſingular in- 
ſtance of the kind, which happened within 
proof of my own knowledge. I had heard 
ſtrange reports of one Beſt, his ſpiritual power 
of quoting ſcriptures adapted to every one's 
ſtate whoſe right hand he looked into; although 
the man was then lodged in Shoreditch work- 
houſe, yet I engaged with my friend Captain 
S. (who had ſeen him and thought him almoſt 
a prophet, as he had told him particulars of 


his wife and children in America,) to viſit him 


along with my ſpouſe, and a young friend Mr. 
L. who was curious to ſee him; it was in the 
year 1783. We found him in his room of 
ſtraw- work, which, according to the apoſtle, is 

an 
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an emblem of what will not ſtand proof: he 
appeared to me viſibly inſane, yet with a ſur- 
prizing power of quoting ſcriptures adapted to 
each perſon's ſtate whoſe right hands he had 
looked into. Captain S. preſſed me as I was 
going away to return and ſhew him my hand or 
my wife's, which I refuſed, telling him that 
1 éhknew not for what uſe he made ſo free with 
ſcripture ; being at that time going down ſtairs, 
as we ſuppoſed quite out of Be/?'s hearing, yet 
he roared after us, No necromancy, as you 
* ſuppoſe, all out of the pure Word of God:“ 
on which, Captain S. deſiring me to return 
and hear him, I ſaid, then I will, and try 
ee him what ſpirit he is of.” Having read a 
few days before that no bad ſpirit can bear 
hearing Jeſus called God, King of heaven and 
earth ; when come up cloſe to him, juſt ready to 
+ aſk as above what he thought of Jeſus, he 
ſtarted up and ſaid with vehemence, „My bro- 
<« ther Jeſus, ſir, is a cobler, a mender of ſoles 
ein the lower heavens!*” Soon after being aſked 
to look again into Mr. L.'s hand, he ſaid, «© That 
c Bolus had given him ſuch a whack in the 
* head,” clapping his hand up to his forehead; 
« that he could ſay no more till he had ſome 
<« reſt.” And he looked fo wild, that I was 


/ 
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glad to find there was no danger of my wife's 
cruſting him with her hand to look into. 


59. I wiſh to God our good Royal Family 
had been as much on their guard with this 
fame man, who properly enough ſtiles himſelf, 
Poor Help! I have reaſon to believe it might 
have ſaved his Majeſty much diſtrefs and af. 
fiction, which nevertheleſs I truſt the Lord's 
good providence hath turned to good. 


60. Having give this ſuggeſtion; and W 
ing that it may prove a ſubje& worthy of ful - 
ler inveſtigation, I wiſh, before reſuming it, to 
take my leave of Dr. Prieſtley, with obſerving, 
that it is to be hoped that his candid method 
of giving quotations out of this extraordinary 
author, (for I de not ſuppoſe his partialities 
wilful) may conduce more to produce good 
and promote what is true, than all his errors 
and prejudices can operate to the contrary; 
therefore wiſhing him the reward of whatever 
is good in them, and that we may all live 
to ſee our errors, and to amend them, 1 
ſincerely wiſh to be 


As much his fetlow-chriſtian, 


And as little his fellow-ſinner, as poſſible, 
W.S. 
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Concerning His Gracious MaJesTY's lately diſ- 
treſing ILLNESS, 11s Causk and CURE; . with 
' ſome Account of TatxinG: with SPIRITS, 


Macic and MAGNETISM. | an 7 8 8 85 
1 14 kad! * 132 
1 TY nein nan : 
Ma lee 4 LOOT 
61. AVING ſurmiſed, in n. 5, that a 
N madman was unluckily admitted into 


e King's preſence, which might have 
been partly the cauſe of his great affliction; 
I:wiſh: to lay before the public what I have 
heard from credible witneſſes concerning the 
caſe: and if in any thing the report has been 

erroneous, yet in the main I know nit to be 
night, although obliged in many points to traſt 
to the anteltatiau of other s. 


42 . 4 may appear A * fuck, a "Fes 
racer ſhould ever have been admitted into a 
palace; yet, as it was commonly reported 
many months before the King's illneſs, that 
one of the princes had condeſcended to viſit 
him in his obſcure retreat incog. and this ex- 
eraondinary madman had quoted ſcripture to 

him 
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him, adapted to his ſtate as a King's ſon ; this 
might naturally create a deſire in his excellent 
parents to ſee this oddity. Accordingly it was 
reported from good authority, many weeks be- 
fore the King's ſickneſs, that Beſt was ſent for 
to Buckingham-houſe, and that upon his ad- 
miſſion into the royal preſence he ſaid, What 
tt does Mr. King want with me?” on which 
being told to take off his hat, while he heſi- 
_ tated, calling it his ſcull-ſkin, (his uſual mad- 
like appellation): another took it off for him) 
and after having. looked into the King's right 
hand, he told them to ſee into the 1 3th chapter 
of the prophet; Jexemiah, and the 18th verle; 
for that concerned him; the words are, Say 
_ «unto the King and to the Queen, humble 
ce yourſelves, fit down ; for your principalities 
« ſhall come down, even the crown of your 
« glory.” The Hebrew: word for principalities, 
is more properly tranſlated by Schmid, every 
ornament of your head, as it is in the margin 
of our bibles, your head- tires; ſurely the 
ſhrewdeſt of all miſchievous ſpirits. could never 
have found in all ſcripture, a more humiliating 
text, 'or more deſcriptive of.the. power, which 
the evil ſpirit was hereby gaining to derange 
our gracious King: it appeared to me. at the 
time a an e to Majeſty, hardly to be equalled 
4 | H 2 by 


44 iv 


52 ESSAYS 1N DIVINITY AND PHYSIC. 


by the degrading ſpeech of the pompous orator, 

when it's effects had taken place. Neither did 

it ſeem ſo ſtrange to me, that the public Ty 

cuſer of what appeared to many loyalty in 

or ſhould prove the public inſulter of 
oN lry in diftreſs. | 


ils None elſe but ferious readers of our 
enlightened author' $ writings, could believe 
what power bad magical ſpirits can aſſume 
from the Word in the ſpiritual world; and 
this inſtance may be permitted, among others, 
as a proof of it, even in this world ; neither 
need we think it fo wonderful, when we re- 
member that the evil ſpirit did quote ſeriptuge 
to our Saviour in his e Ne for a bad 
ufe. 55 . 

je It may well be irkſome to recolled, how 
tong his Majeſty was attempted to be cured 
ef a ſpiritual diſeaſe by the common natural 
| means, the chief of \ which, being bliſters, gene- 
rally irritate and inflame the diſeaſe. While 
the ſymptoms of danger” were increaſing, I had 
feveral times occaſion to meet moſt of the | 
attending phyficians, Who 1 believe may be 
equal in their line to any in Europe: and I 
could not help throwing our ſome hints from 
_ what 
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what I had ſeen, of the moſt lenient methods 
being the moſt ſucceſsful ; particularly in ſome 


ſuch caſes of my late Father's patients, where 


inſtead of bliſters, he always recommended con- 


jugial love, wherever there was a lawful | poſs 
Ability. 


65. However little my adit might be 


regarded, yet it gave me delight, when I heard 


ſoon after, that her Majeſty was again admitted 
into her royal conſort's company; for I verily 
believed that no bad ſpirits could long bear 


the preſence of ſo much virtue. The * event 


is known to have proved m7 expectations rea- 
ſonable. 


66. The extraordinary caſe of 5 late Sir 
George Colquhoun, of Luz, is publicly known 
at ON The cure of his inſanity was 


pronounced 


* 1 wiſh not to derogate from Dr. Willis's ſkill, a 
though ſtill ineffeftual with his Majeſty's page Mr. Ramus, 
and others ; for I believe he was of great uſe, ſufficient 
to ſhew the 'preſent low ſtate of phyſic even among it's 
higheſt praRitianers; yet without being a prophet, I ſhould 
expeR, that a renunciation of the Queen of Portugal's un- 


lawful marriage would contribute more to her cure, than 


all the phyſicians of Europe; for what elſe than idiotiſm 


or madneſs could be expected as the produce of ſuch it- 


| heit. connektions. 


” 
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pronounced by ſome ſenſible phyſicians, to be 
moſt likely -' practicable + through - matrimony ; 
for providentially for that country, unlawful 
connections are as yet ſeldom thought of there, 
and never allowed among people of ſenſe as if 
lawful. His native pride had prevented his 
making himſelf happy with a taylor's daughter, 
for whom he had a predilection; yet ſure it 
deſerved a better name, while it alſo preſerved 
him from debaſing himſelf with any vicious 
woman. During a lucid interval of his ſtate 
of humiliation, the young lady had the courage 
to accept his hand honourably, and cured him 
effectually, bleſſing him with an Honourable | 


progeny. 


67. Many ſimilar caſes have/occurred in my 
own practice, during theſe laſt thirty years, 
moſt of whom being yet in life, and the ma- 
Jjority females, I ſhall refrain from particulars ; 
yet the caſe of Mr. Little, junior, of Chelſea, 
as he is now departed this life, may be worth 
ee e 


. 940 * 


68. hinge: ache ed med with: 
ſome” wrong notions of faith alone ſaving him, 
which he had heard preached up at the Ta- 

bernacle, and that in his fury he had made 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral ptpple jump out of the window, becauſe 
they would not kindle him a fire to put his hand 
into, to prove his faith; viz. that the fire 
would not burn him; I went confidently up to 
him, and told him, he ſhould have leave im- 
mediately to try his faith; for which purpoſe I 
deſired a lighted candle to be brought, in the 
flame of which he held his hand ſo long, that 
he had ſevere proof that it would burn him; 
yet ſtill he only blamed his want of faith. 
Upon returns of his madneſs, for he had inter- 
vals of reaſon, Doctor Batty preſſed his rela- 
tions much that he ſhould be removed to one 
of his mad-houſes; which I did openly object 
to, and let his wife, who is yet alive, know, 
that I thought ſuch company would probably 
confirm him in his madneſs; ſo as to have bur 
little chance of recovery; at the ſame time, 
FE believed her kindneſs to him would contri- 
bute more than doctoring towards his cure, 
and might remove his mad notions of conjugial 
love being ſinful; ſhe was perſuaded by me, and 
by truſting herſelf with him, gradually cured 
him. He has more than once ſince called upon 
me to thank me, for preventing his being ſent 
to the mad-houſe. 1 


3 


69. While 


Sc. after going round the world with Sir Joſeph Banks. 
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69. While our Sovereign was in the worſt 
ſtate of his illneſs, as deſcribed above (64,) 
a moſt extraordinaty caſe of the power of ani- 
mal magnetiſm, or rather animal magiciſm, 
was exhibited concerning him at Stockholm, 
which could hardly be credited on common 
evidence; but as it comes publicly authenti- 
cated, cannot be denied by — ſenſe who 
our a into it. 


70. As I FOI profeſſed myſelf no friend te 
theſe tricks, it may be beſt to give the account 
of it in the words of a learned Swede, Dr. 
Sparman,* whoſe letter to my friend Mr. Wad- 
ſtrom, now ſettled at Mancheſter, - came in- 
cloſed and open to Grenville Sharp, Eſq. a 
man, who although ignorant of the beauties of 
our enlightened author, yet of ſo great hu- 
manity, that the knowledge of more truths 
could hardly add to the goodneſs of his heart; 
therefore even his filent teſtimony muſt be 


| ſufficient with any who have ever heard of bim; 


I only mean as to the authenticity of the letter 


and it's date, according to it's Poſt-Office 


marks, and the genuineneſs of the following 


_ extract 
+ 


* The author of Travels through Caffraria in Africa, 
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extract of a letter to Mr. Bernard Wadſtrom, 
Swediſh traveller in London, incloſed in a 
letter. openly to Grenville Sharp, Eſq. from 
Andrew Sparrman, doctor of phyſic, dated 

Stockholm, the 7th of February, 1789. 


* 


71. Mr. Halldin inſiſts upon my writing 
e you this Engliſh poſtſcript of complimenting 
* and informing you, that the above-men- 
ce tioned ſomnambile magnetized girl, upon 
« being queſtioned about the diſeaſe of the 
_ « Engliſh King George III. then poſitively an- 
* ſwered and inſiſted on the King's illneſs 
« being a kind of obſeſſion, and about the * 
e harth ſeated ; which his Majeſty has brought 
« upon himſelf, as a puniſhment for his in- 
-« ternal blaſphemations againſt the Saviour, 
« whoſe divinity he internally in his thoughts 
has denied, though he by his propoſed queſ- 
tions about the matter, ſeemed to believe it; 

| 4 « and 


The heart is probably meant, although the head 

might poſlibly be nigher the truth ; for I ſuppoſe neither 
the girl, nor any ſpirit that might influence her to be in- 
fallible, although it is amazing how much better than men 
or even dodtors, they could foreſee ſome conſequences. 
In the foregoing part of the letter in Swediſh, the girl is 
called an ignorant ſervant-maid, who, at another time, 
knew nothing of a Regency, or what it meant, 

| | 1 


* n 


— 
[ : 


and next expoſed it. 
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and though externally he has led a very good 
« moral life. She prophetiſed on being queſ- 
« tioned, that his Majeſty ſoon will be cured, 
* and no Regency before that time in his place 
* be appointed. The cure ought to be per- 


formed by prayers and the magnetiſme, but 


the propoſals of the magnetiſer will not be 
« accepted, ſhe ſaid. This then written in 
* compliance of Mr. Halldin, your confrere.““ 


72. None others but ſuch as have learned 
fome knowledge concerning the world of 
ſpirits from our enlightened author, can well 
frame any idea of the cauſe or effects of ſuch 
magical tricks; the operators themſelves in 
general know little of it, and their ignorance 
may he their beſt excuſe and ſafety. Yet my 


friend Mr. Benedict Chaſtanier, who was for 


ten months a powerful aſſiſtant under De Mai- 
naduc, at laſt found out it's evil tendency, and 
like an honeſt man firſt abandoned the practice, 


| | | 73. To 
* Mr, Halldin is a” gentleman of character and of 


known good principles, although like many more good 


people of my acquaintance, fonder at that time of animal 


magnetiſm, as it is called, than I could approve of. 


+ See Mr, Chaſtanier's notes to his French tranſlation 
of the contiruation concerning the ſpiritual world, p. 159, 


TI. 7 065 07 ou. ww guy 
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73. To gain any diſtin& idea, how the 
ſpirits ſpeak through a perſon whoſe ſpiritual 
influx is magically intercepted,* (which ap- 
peareth to me to be the caſe, of ſuch as are 


called thus magnetiſed, or put into their criſis,) 


may require more knowledge of the world of 


ſpirits than I can a to; yet a glimpſe of 


S N | til ke 6 $2% © 4.208 | ſuch 


printed in wh, London. en & Slain, the ma- 
6, gician, wiſhed ta buy from the apoſtles che gift of the 
66 holy Spirit. Alas! there are at this day more Simons 


«of that fort than imagined ; witnels thoſe grand inſtitu- 
« tors of theſe pretended Egyptian lodges, all theſe true 
« bewitchers, (faſcinateurs) of the weak ſpirit of credulous 


« mortals, who in our days fooliſhly pretend to make'traf- 


6 fic of the ſpiritual gift of the laying on of hands on 


6 their fellow-creatures, to cure them of all their diſeaſes, 


te through the great name of Jehovah prophaned by them, 
« All that I have ſaid of animal magnetiſm in different 


46 places of my journals, ought to be underſtood of this 


« modern quackery, which is a true branch of magic.” 
In Arcan. Cœleſt. n. 6321, we are told, . That os 


| «is an angelic influx, and that man cannot live without it, 


« has been granted me to know by experience; there are 


« malignant ſpirits who have ſtudiouſly contrived arts of 
«hindering the angelic influx, yet only partially; it was 


&« alſo permitted them to act ſo upon me, on purpoſe that I 


„might know experimentally, that the caſe was ſo with 


«regard to influx, , According as they checked the influx, 
, ſo the life of my thought fluctuated, and at length I felt 


„like one who falls into a ſwoon, but I was inſtantly re- 


«© covered, and thoſe ſpirits were caſt down into their owa 
& Bell.“ 0 
I 2 
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ſuch knowledge may be eaſily acquired, by any 
who have read and underſtood Swedenborg's 
writings on theſe ſubjeQs; the whole tenor of 
which, - inſtead of encouraging ſuch practice, 
plainly ſhews it's danger and We h to ö 
See Arcan. _ n. 6321. 


74. It may be worth e PE we are 
told in Arcan. Czlef. n. 4110, that «whilſt 
* man is regenerating, there are not only good 
* and bad ſpirits, but alſo ſpirits of a middle 
« ſort adjoined ;” theſe laſt may well be ſup- 
poſed to be moſt like the man himſelf, having 
ſtill both good and evil about them, and there. ' 
fore moſt likely to have the cloſeſt communi. 

- cation. The French call it, “ d'etre en rapport 
t avec quelqu'n ;” while ee Vide 
De Divino et, n. 140. 


75. I would next infor the peril of believing 
their dictates or even their ſayings, from what 
pur author beautifully explains, concerning the 
danger « of talking with ſpirits ; at leaſt with us 
who have a higher and a more hve! aan en, 
the Word of God.“ | 
1 That 


„ Swedenborg aſſerts, & \thes in inner Africa and other 
t parts where no communication of the Word has reach-. 


"ods! 
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76. That ſeeking after ſuch arts hath not 
only a tendency, but even a 'power'to pervert 
ſome who are beginning to acknowledge Te - 
Lord; there have lately been too many ſad 

| proofs of, ſo that it may be a charity to expoſe 


them, on purpoſe” that they may poſſibly be 
corrected or preſerved from further prophana- 


tion, ar is the mort grievous of all evils. 9. 


66 2 8 are e to be taught concerning a {RR 
« ſtate, by the angelic ſpirits talking to them by word of 
$6 mouth ; ore ſee Continuatio de Mundo Spirit, n. 76, Ec. 

This agrees with the editor of Surville's and the French 

| difcoveries in the Arſacides or Solomon's Iſles; what the 
young native aſſerted, they could not believe; and even 
Captain Catver's account of the wild Americans, proves 
their prieſts to exerciſe that power magically. As to 
what Swedenborg ſays of inner Africa, in the above cited 
n. 76, it appears to me rather the diſpenſatior of a ne- 
revelation, now vouchſafed them, than the ordinary courſc 
of God's providence. 


A ſociety at Avignon, with ſome of whom we did 
once correſpond, as recommending Swedenborg's works, 
while they declared that they were aſſured from heaven 
« that the voice of Jeſus Chriſt deſcended into his heart, 
te and that he was endowed with his ſcience, &c.. have 
| fince pretended to be better taught by their arch-angelic . 
ſpirits talking with them, and teaching them to worſhip - 
the Virgin-Mary and the archangels; and they have ab- 
ſolutely faſcinated ſeveral to walk on foot from London to 
Avignon, on purpoſe to be initiated into their myſteries. - 
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%., As both ſubjects of ſuch prophanation, 
and . of, the danger of converſing with ſpirits, 
are conjoined in n. 1182 of the Apocalyꝑſis Ex- 
Alicata, I ſhall tranſlate. from thence what is 
written thereon. * Feſus ſaid, whoever ſhall ſcan- 
« dalize one of theſe little ones who believe in me, it 
« zwere better for bim that an aſs-millſtone were hanged 
« about his neck, and he were drowned in the depth 
« of the ſea,” Matt. xviii. 6. © By ſcandali- 


* Zing one of the little ones who believe in 


Jeſus, is fignified, to pervert. thoſe who ac- 
« knowledge the Lord; by it's being better 
« that an aſs-millſtone were hanged about his, 
« neck, is meant, that it were better for him 
<:that he had not known any thing good and 
tc true, but what is evil and falſe; this is the 
« aſs-millſtone, and to be hanged” about the | 
t neck is the interception, leaſt he ſhould know 
« what is good and true: by being, drowned 

Fog e in 


See Preface des a 1789, 4 ts qui ſe trouve a 


Paris, chez Laurent, rue de Tournon, p. 38, concerning the 
poor Engliſh carpenter,” (Wright by name). His com- 


panion on foot, has alſo fince taken upon him to cure 


. diſeaſes by magnetizing and quackery. Both theſe weak 


men felt themſelves called by the ſpirit to Avignon on a 
Saturday night, and ſet off on foot on the Monday follow- 
ing, to the great neglet of their families and their former 


honeſt induſtry. 
It may TR ſtrange to ſay, 40 it vals be better 
1 


4 
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« in the depth of the ſea, is ſignified, to be caſt 
down into hell; the reaſon that this would be 
« preferable, is becauſe to know what things 
« are good and true; and yet to pervert _— 
is to nn them.“ 


78. © Continuation concerning the ninth law 
« of divine providence, viz. that the Lord doth 
« not teach man truths immediately, neither 


from himſelf, nor through angels; but that | 


« he teacheth mediately through the Word, 
* through preachings and readings, through 
« converſations and intereourſe with others, 


and thus by their own reflections thereon, and 
that the perſon may be then enlightened 


* (illuſtretur) according to his affection for 
« what is true proceeding from his deſire of 
« uſefulneſs; (ſecundum affectionem veri ex 
© uſu:) if it were otherwiſe, the man could 
« not act, as if of himſelf.” ?“ 


79. Now 


to be caſt down at once into hell than to be guilty of ſuch 


prophanation ; yet whoever has read a deſcription of the 
grievous hells of prophanators, muſt allow it to mean no 
more than our Saviour's words to the Jews, “that it 
te would be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha than 
« for them,” See concerning the hells of prophanators 
and of magicians, Arcan. Cleft, n. 6348, * and Apo- 
ah Explicat. n. 1050. 
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79. „No ſamething ſhall, be ſaid concern- 
ing the talking of ſpirits. with man; it is be- 
* lieved by many, that a man might be taught 
* frgm the Lord (a Domino) through, ſpirits 
« talking with him; but they who. believe and 
, are willing for this, do not know it would be 
gomjoined with danger to their ſoul. Man, 
„ while he lives in this world, is as to his 
ſpirit in the midſt of ſpirits; and yet the 
t ſpirits do not know they are along with the 
t man, (quod apud hominem ſint) neither doth. 
# the. man know that he is with ſpirits: the 
* reaſon is (cauſa eſt) becauſe they are con- 
e joined. as to the affections of the will imme- 
ec diately, and as to the thoughts of the under- 
-« ſtanding mediately; for man thinks naturally, 
t but ſpirits think ſpiritually : now natural and 
* ſpiritual thought do no otherwiſe act together 
(non aliter unum faciunt) than through cor- 
« reſpondencies ; and their acting together 


through correſpondencies cauſes that the 


« one knoweth nothing of the other. But as 


0 ſoon as ſpirits begin to talk with a man, 


x they come from their own. ſpiritual ſtate into 


d the natural ſtate of the man, and then they | 
know themſelves to be along with the man, 
* and they conjoin themſelves with the thoughts 


© of his affection, and from, theſe they ſpeak 
«with | 
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„ with Him. It is impoſſible for them to enter 
„into any thing elſe, for like affection and 
t thotight thence proceeding conjoins all, and 


« diſlike ſepatates. Hence it is, that the ſpirit 
« who talks with him thiwuſt be in the ſame - 


* principles with the man, be they true or be 
2 they falſe; and alſo that he exciteth them 

« aid through his own affection being 5 — 
{ t& that of the man, doth ſtrongly confirm the 
fame. Thence it is evident, that no other 


« ſpirits than like can talk with mah, or mani- 


* feffly opetate oft Hin, for manifeſt operation 
* coincides with talk: henee it is alſo, that 
« ti6 other but etthuſiaftic fpirits can talk 
« ith enthuſiaſts; alfo rhat no other but 
« Ottaker fpirirs thay work upon Quakers, 
% anck Moravian ſpirits upon Moravians; it 
4 woutd be in like manner with Atians, Soci- 
« ans, 4nd" other heretics. All ſpirits, when 
« talking with man, are no other than had been 
men in the world, and then ſuch like men: 
« tht it is fo, has been granted me to know 
from much experience. And it is a fact 
which may appear ridiculous, that when a 
man believes the Holy Spirit ſpeaketh with 
him or operateth upon him, the ſpirit alſo 


believes himſelf to be the Holy Spirit; this ig | 


% common " with enthuſiaſtie ſpirits. 
| K « Hence 


E \ 


— 


nn in the W a x ſpirit of * | 
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„Hence the danger is evident, of a man's 
« ſpeaking with ſpirits, or of his manifeſtly 
feeling their working on him. Man knoweth 


* not what like his own affection i is, whether it 
158 be good or bad, and with what others it is 


« * conjoined : now, if he has any pride of his 
« own underſtanding, the ſpirit favours every 
thought flowing from thence; in like man- 
« ner, if the perſon has any favourable preju- 
« dice for particular principles kindled from 


, ſome fiery zeal, (which is common with 


e thole who are not grounded in truths from 
11 genuine affection,) when the ſpirit from ſimi- 
« lar affection favours the. thoughts or princi- 
« ples of the man, then the one leadeth the 
« other, like the blind leading the blind, until 
both fall into the pit. * The Pythonic +. 
« ſpirits of old were ſuch, as alſo the Magi in 
Egypt and Babel, who were called wiſe men, 


on account of their talking with ſpirits, and. 
s plainly feeling their operation upon them. But 


. e that practice, the worſhip of God 
cc Was 


— 


* Both Greek and Latin is literally the pit, not the 
ditch: the latter might be recoverable ; the former, not 


fo eaſily. The Hebrew word ſignifieth ſtill more Attend 


a place of perdition, Pſalm xciv. 19. | 
+ See Acts xvi. 16, where the ſpirit of divination is 
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* was turned into the worſhip of demons, and 
e their church periſhed ; wherefore all ſuch 
commerce, was forbid the children of Iſrael 
M e 11 of death.” RIG 

80. „(No. 1183.  Contintation;) It comes to 
00. fo quite otherwiſe with ſuch as the Lord 


ares; and he lenden un thoſe u Ne 
«truths, and be willing to have them from 


* him alone: ( v9/unt illa ab Ipſo:) they are 
te enlightened when they read the Word, for 
* the Lord is therein, and ſpeaketh with every 
ct one according to his capacity or apprehen-, 
« fion. Tf ſuch hear _ talk from ſpirits,* 


«© which 


| _ A devout 3 of 3 and particular friend i in 
the country, after ſaying his morning prayers above two 
years ago, heard a voice ſay diſtinctly to him, *that he muſt 
_ . © remove thence to Settle,” Being not a little ſurprized 

at it, he returned to his prayers, begging that the Lord 
would vouchſafe to direct him and inſtruct him further 


| what it meant; ſoon after which he had a ſecond audible 


| anſwer to the ſame purpole, on which he recolle&ed it muſt 
mean. to the town of Settle in Yorkſhire ; for he thought 
| himſelf ſettled where he was. My advice was aſked by a 
friend 1 in the city, who was for his obeying the voice; 
while my opirtion differed, having juſt read the above n. 
1182, in our author's manuſcript, Which made me then 
ſuppoſe. that the ſpirit pretending to diftate was not fit to be 
obeyed; butnow I would nn 3 that it rp tend 
| 5 1 ts 3 264 oh 
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© which doth even happen ſometimes, they are 
not taught, but led; and this ſo proyidently, 
that the man is Rill left to himſelf, for, as 
« was faid before, every man is led by the. 
* Lord through his affections, and from thence 
* he. thinketh as of himſelf at liberty: (in 
* likero;) were it otherwiſe, the perſon could. _ 
neither become reformable, neither could he 
« poſſibly be enlightened. Now, men are en- 
© lightened variouſly, every ane according to 
* the quality of his affection and intelligence 
* thence proceeding. They who are in the 
« ſpiritual affection of what is true, may he 
* elevated into the light of heaven, even ſo far. 
* as to have perception of the enlightening, 
* It hath been granted me to ſee that light, 
* and. from it to perceive diſtinctly whatever 
* came from the Lord, and what from angels; 
FF whatever, came from the Lord, was written; 

e while. 
10 his ſpiritual: comfort to be led by the ſpirit, as it, pro- 
bably knew that he might there meet with ſome congenial 
friends; which be appears in want of, where he is at pre- 
ſent, Yet even now, I do not ſuppoſe him, obliged to, ſa- 
crifice his family happineſs to any viſjonary diltate of a 
| ſpirit, probably ſuch as himſelf. 1 had onge, above thirty 
years 2g0, about fix or ſeven words given myſelf audibly 
from ſome ſoothing ſpirit, which I remember diſtinttly to 
this day. This I mention only as a private proof of the 
_— of ah Fare occurrences, 
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while that from angels was not written. 
« * Morcaver it has been granted me to sen- 
« verſe with angels, as man with man; and 
« likewiſe to ſee the things which axe in the 
« heavens, and alſo in the hells : the reaſon 
« was, (cauſa fuit,) becauſe the end of . this 
« church is come, and the beginning of a New 
« is at hand, which ſhall be The New Jeru- 
« falem; unto which it muſt be revealed, that 
« the Lord ruleth the univerſe, as well heaven 
« as the world ; concerning heaven and hell, 
ce what like both be; that men live ſtill men 
after death; in heaven, they who have been 


« Jed by the Lord, and in hell whoever have 


been led by ſelf: (a ſemes: ) that the Ward. ig 


the very divine truth (ip/um Divinum) þ of 


« the Lord upon earth; as alſo that a laſt 

judgment hath already taken, place, leſt man- 

10 kind ſhould expect it in their « own world to eter- 
: rr nity ; 


* The majority of the preſent age will, no | danke 
theſe aſſertions as highly viſionary or ſtrange fancies, like 


as Monſieur Surville and his crew ridiculed the young 


native of the Arſacides, his deſcription of their deceaſed 
friends returning to direct them. To all ſuch, the boy's 


anſwer may ſuit ; that © as they never were in his country 


to learn, they had. no WES to contradift what he kay 


« of rw” 


+ See De Scripturs . n. 1 4 7. 
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The light now riſing after darkneſs, brings to mind a 
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c nity: beſides more things which belong to 
er the js ug "ng A Geenen | 
Rein ; ert | | 
1. Thoſe. who imagine ee s wri⸗ 
tings in the leaſt to favour magic or magnetiſm, 
(for ſome have put quotations out of his works 


in print, as if to that purpoſe,) while they pre- 
tend to repreſent ſome ſpecies of it as lawful, 


under the name of natural magic, do not con- 
ſider what he has ſaid, in n. 3698 of the Arcan. 
Cæleſt. where he mentions . thoſe who have 
ſtudied natural magic among 1 the other black 
arts, of which nothing divine can be predi- 
ce Stec, but the contrary to divine order ; 
* ſuch is every thing magical, under whatever 
& external form it may appear. And as to 
curing diſcaſes, he declares, that although they 


| generally proceed from ſpiritual cauſes, © yet 


5 *they': are to be cured by natural means; for 
\ * the - 


= 


ſerious converſation at my good friend's the late Mr. 
Charles Weſley with two other regular clergymen of our 
pariſh, about the ſtate of the church, near ſeven years ago: 
the firſt made it declining to ſun-ſet ; the ſecond, that it 
was night paſt twilight ; and the third, that it was dark 
night paſt midnight, 1 agreed with the laſt, aſſerting that 
after midnight, morning muſt be expected, a Spada of 
which I hoped was NE viſible. 2 
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« the Lord's providence concurreth with ſuch 
* means.” Arcan. Cæleſt. n. 5713. Ol may 
the ſun of righteouſneſs aziſe, with healing in 
his wings ! | 1 
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Concerning the I ro V of ſeparating, at preſent, 
| | from Communion with the ESTABLISHED 
[1 CHuRcn ; alſo, concerning the furtber CoN- 
| NECTION of Divinity and PuysIc. See 
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| Jerem. vi. 16, 17. 


82. N 

| people miſtake the New Jeruſalem 

Church- as formed by Emanuel Swedenborg, 
to conſiſt moſtly of ſome diſſenting or ſectarian 
EE: ſocieties without regular clergy, all ſuch being 
| | | properly Nonconformiſts and Independents 3 
= | | yet it appears to the writer of theſe obſerva- 
il Y | | | tions, and he hopes to the majority of the 
4 iÞ true church, that no ſeparation in externals of ; 
worſhip is either preſcribed or recommended in 
2 his writings, as being only formalities and not 
| a eſſentials of a new church. Yet to ſuch as hardly 
| . . | _ evey belonged- to any regular eſtabliſhment, it 
{4 . 28 s / 


| 
| 
| 5 OTWITHSTANDING many 
/ 


— 
— —— 
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may prove of greateſt uſe ;; and ſuch our author 
reckons all Quakers, Moravians, Anabaptiſts, 
Independents, &c. to be: {till it is to be wiſhed, 
that their regular conduct may examplarily lead 
to reform many abuſes in the legal eſtabliſh- 
ments, until they at laſt. prove all one new 
church under different forms. No doubt it 
may appear full time that many reformations 
ſhould take place even in external ſorms, as 
well as in the police, or external government 
of moſt churches. The worthy working clergy 
generally allow it; yet that reformation will pro- 
bably take place firſt among the Catholics, 
where the abuſes have been the greateſt : and 
happy muſt it always be where they can reform 
themſelves. Throughout all his works, where 
| ſeparation of internals is not only ſpoken of, but 
5 alſo recommended, not a word of ſeparation of 
externals of worſhip is preſcribed : even where 
apparently moſt neceſſary, as among the Ca- 
tholics. The very voice from heaven, after 
Babylon was declared fallen, ſaying, Come 
ye out of her, my people, &c. Apocal. xviii. 
4, is explained to be an exhortation from the 
Lord not to be conjoined in their ſouls to her 
adotninations; yet he proveth further on in 
the 16th verſe, that they cannot as yet recede 
from all ĩt's externals, although they have now 
'L the 
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the power of receding from it 8 e Apo | 
ee n. 38 e | 8 80 
83. Baron Sosdesbecg never Wan to 
appoint new clergy, or to aboliſh the old; but 
did grant them all due reverence; and in many 
places points out the danger of uſurping their 
office, or by any means diſturbing the church 
ris even ith their as. n 
ta 1 e Gb n. hoe he fays, « The | 
« doctrinals of the church (within which one 
is born) are to be firſt learned, and then it is 
our duty to examine out of the Word, whe. 


ther they be true: for they are not true, be! 


cauſe the heads of the church have ſaid ſo; 


and their followers do confirm it; ſince at | 


« that rate the doctrina)s of all churches and 
religions would be neceſſarily pronounced 
* frue, only from their. native country and 

their being born df ſuch parents; thus not 


only the doctrinals of Papiſts and Quakers, 
«bur alſo of Jews and Mahumedans might be 


pronounced true, becauſe their chieftains have 
« ſaid" fo, and their followers do confirm it? 
from which it is plain, that the Word ought 


to be ſearched into, and it ought to be there - 
* * whethet theſe be true: Whenever this is 


ot; _" done 
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done from an affection to what is true, then 
« the perſon is enlightened by the Lord, fo as 


« to perceive, without his knowing whence, 


« (neſcius unde) what is really true; and he is 
confirmed in it, in proportion to the good he 


«is in, If theſe laſt (acquired) truths differ 


« from. the doctrinals (of his church,) let him 
take care that he do not diſturb the church, 
« n ne turbet Ne am. 

| J 5. Sr true friend to eccleſiaſtie order, 
may be further convinced by comparing n. 
6822, ibid. Where he ſhews, „that hereſies 
« muſt ſpring up, the church muſt be diſturbed 


and tore to pieces, if any others than the 


« teaching miniſters of it inſinuate even what 
* is true into it.” And in the laſt page of 
(Econom. Animal. he aſſerts, that the whole ne- 
ceſſary reformation may be effected without 
* violating any form of eccleſiaſtic government: : 
10 * violald ulla ine eccleſiaſtici Forma.) 
oi 1 1 n. 315 of the Doctrine 
bY the New Feruſalem, that “ the prieſts ought 


«to teach men the way to heaven, according 
to the doctrine of their own church out of 


* the Word,” &c. It is alſo very remarkable, 
that s in the nein, n. 738, of T rue Chr; 2 
L 2 5 tian 


[3 
* 
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tian Religion, where a company is introduced 
in the ſpiritual world, having the common 
wrong notions concerning the true joys of 
heaven and the right way of ſerving and glori- 
fying God, that when even their prieſts miſſed 
them, yet of the four angels ſent to teach 
them better, he declares, one had been an arch- 
biſhop, and the three others biſhops in this 
world, now become angels in heaven, with 
higher powers as they had made a e * of 
their powers upon carth. 


87. In many G places he proves the 
neceſſity of ſubordination both in church and 
ſtate, commonly mentioning three orders in 
each ; particularly in n. 17 of the Coronts"'or 
Appendix to True Chriflian Religion.” The too ˖ 
common outcry againſt biſhops and prieſts doth 
miſlead many ; yet alas! the caſe may not be 
one whit beiter with regard to princes and 
magiſtrates. Do not we ſee that the greateſt 
tyrants and ſy cophants have often the beſt 
chance for promotion, according to the preſent 
corrupt ſtate of the world? Vet ſuch magiſtracy 
and officers are neceſſary ; neither can we ſup- 
poſe that primates inherit worſe diſpoſitions 
than princes. See De Divin. Provident. n. 250. 
Þ i is not my office to expoſe the faults of good 
old. 
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old Mother Church, yet I know it is my duty 
to hide her failings, where I cannot hope to 
mend them; ſhe certainly has been a good 
mother, ſhe may now be a widow, perhaps 
ſoon a widow deſolate! yet ſurely un 0 
e is he pho FOE ou child. 

88, 1 n. 5, of 0 Maw! Fergfalen a 
p. 195, may be ſeen, (allowing for a little bad 
Engliſh in the tranſlation) whatever is neceſſary, 
on the exterhals of worſnip both public and 


OY from one of the Baron's manuſcripts, viz. 


„1 amg Gary. LP 
3 Marks or ſigns of charity are (or conſiſt 9. 


« All things appertaining to worſhip are (or 
A conſiſt in) externals of the e and exter- 
nals of the mind. | Th 
a „Bense of the bids are effected " deeds 

* and by words. 
« Externals of the mind, are what are effefted 
« by will and by thought. 
he externals of the Body relating to wo ve, 
4 1. To frequent public places of worſhip. : 
*g. Toattend to diſcourſes from the pulpit.” 
10 3, To ſing with devotion, and to pray kneeling. 
4. To receive the nen of the une ſup- 
per. 
Pe « « Al fo 


* Pa 


12 
_. all things appertaining to worſhir7fx. 
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y Ao at home, a 

#1. To pray morning and evening. and like 

A wiſe-at meals. | 

e. To diſcourſe with others 3 3 

s and faith, and concerning God, gaven; 
« eternal life, and falvation.', ' 

« 3. In the caſe of every perſon, to be free il 
e ſincere in giving inſtruction hereon. 


"op are ne nn 


e ftrudtion. 

n. In the caſe ofprift to preach andallowo 
A inſtruct in private. 

« The externals of the mind, which relate to wor- 
. ſbip. and are alſo ſigns of charity, are, 
« 1, To think and meditate of God and eme 


eternal life and ſal vation. if hs 


t 2. To reflect upon one's hte aſd inten- 


«tions whether they be evil or good, and to 
s conſider that the evil are from the devil, 


« and the good from Gd. 
ug. To hold in averſion all diſcourſe on im- 
*« pious, obſcene, and filthy ſubjects. 


. Beſides the. thoughts, there are alſo affec- 


< tions which come "_ the . and A 
« of man. 
Theſe are called Hacer of. the mind, 3 
..1* cauſe they cohere and make one with the 
0 externals of the body. 


N. '% , Sore 
* 
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Here may be obſerved: four rules for public, 
and four for private worſhip; the odd rule re- 
gardeth prieſts in their ſeparate duty; alſo fout 
rules for the externals of the mind, which relate 
to worſhip; then follow debts or duties of 
charity, recreations of charity, &e.* Subordi- 
nation is every where ſupported, both in church 
and ſtate; ſo that to any unprejudiced reader, 
it muſt appear plainly as untraſonable to make 
themſelves prieſts as magiſtrates ; it is likewiſe 
evident, that none of theſe rules are incompa- 
tible with any form of church govermment. 
One miſtake in the tranſlation concerning debts 
or dues of charity ought to be Forrected. It is 
printed, many things enjoined by the laws of 
© the kingdom are called debts of chatity; 
« becauſe charity performs them from duty 
« and not from pleaſure.” - Pleaſure here, is a 
wrong word; the original, ef non ex bene placito, 
means, and not en to one's on op- 
f ' . cc tion. 20 


„ 


» In his recreations of charity, n more enjoyments 1 
gratifications of the bodily ſenſes, which are uſeful in 
giving refreſhment to the mind, are allowed, than moſt 
ſerious people would permit: yet were I paſt enjoying 
them, 1 could believe them all lawful at Proper times. 
Even theatrical repreſentations of moral virtues, and of 
t ſuch events as tnay tend to elucidate the ways of 
divine providence,” ought certainly to promote true 21 
ligion, and do hurt to no true church. 
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9 tion.“ Suppoſe, as in the caſe of ſmugglers 
who can cheat the duty; or the caſe of Qua 
kers, who call tythes and church dues perſecu- 
tion. It to me alſo includes, that it ought not 
to be at the option of any individual to make 


a ſeparate place of public worſhip, without an 


open breach of that charity, whoſe firſt rule 


wiſh. it's ſign or mark is, t frequent, Huh 
p Teen workin,” 7 „ 1 
1 if >| FS. * on 47 


* 1 the Engliſh 1 are 


quoted: inſtesd of the original Latin, there is 


too often rea ſon to complain that it is not ex- 
preſſed with the greateſt clearneſs. Thus in 
Doctor Prieſtley's 5 iſt paragraph, quoted from 
n. 35, De Domino, the firſt ſentence reads as 
if E. Swedenborg found fault with the Atha- 
naſian creed, while he really cites it to prove 
the truth of his aſſertion;“ and in the Latin he 
means that ſame creed, when he calls it in the 
next line, © our ſame doftrine;” concerning 


which he proveth in n. 57, ibid. That the 


« * whole of this doctrine of the Athanaſian 
creed 


© ® The Latin is, Et tamen ex eadem noſtra N 


« eſt, quod Divinum ſuſceperit Humanum, hoc eſt, uni- 
« vent ſe illi, ſicut anima ſuo corpori, uſque ut non duo 


1 efſent ſed una Perſona.” If any doubt remains, com- 


pare n. 262, De Divin. Provid. 


* 
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© creed is true, provided the trinity be un- 
«« derſtood of one perſon, inſtead of a trinity 
© of three perſons: and he then ſhews how 
eaſily that trinity can be ſubſtituted, by tran- 
ſcribing the creed over again with it's ne- 
ceſſary alterations. 


90. Inſtead of ſubſtituting this alteration 
from Swedenborg, the Eaſt-Cheap ſociety have 
abſolutely rejected, if not renounced both it and 
the Apoſtles creed, as well as the Gloria Patri, 


and the epiſtles, thus tearing the doctrine of 
the-church to pieces. 


91. How much caſter can any charitable 
hearer of the church ſervice ſubſtitute in his 
own mind, O Jeſus Chriſt, or in * Jeſus Chriſt 
as it is in the Greek, for through Jeſus Chriſt, 
or for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt : and ſometimes 
even that may not be neceſſary, while we look 


he 


One of the moſt corrupt tranſlations in all the epiſ- 
tles, is that in Epheſ. iv. ga, where it is tranſlated accord- 
ing to the notions of the times, © even as God for Chriſt's 
* ſake hath forgiven you; thus making God and Chriſt 


two different perſons, Providentially it is in the margin, 


“Greek, in Chriſt,” and refers to Coloſſ. iii. 1g, where it 
3s Gmply Chriſt, Even the Vulgate tranſlates it ** 


* 
— rr I neg: — „ „ MAGI 


„rr 
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up to Jeſus as the true object of our worſhip. _ 


Surely to me it appeareth much eaſier, than to 


remember many truths written only according 


to appearance in the Word, and adapted to the 


capacities of the times; fuch as, to remember 
when we hear it read, © Bleſſed is the man to 


« whom the Lord imputeth not his fin,** thar 
God imputeth fin to no man, but that his 
mercy extendeth even to the worſt devils in 


hell: and © lead us not into temptation,” ſpi- 


ritually explained, hath ſeemingly as contrary 
a meaning, viz. that God tempteth no man. 
A third example may render the truth more 
evident, when we ſay, © Spare us, good Lord, 
* and be not angry with us for ever; ſurely we 
have ſcripture authority for it, and I believe it 
a very proper public form ; yet from the literal 
meaning to confirm wrong ideas doubtful of 
God's mercy, (as many ack do) 


might prove hurtful. | : 


92. © That the internal hath power thus to 
force the external, he proves in n. 136, De 
Divina Provident. © becauſe the internal is as 


the lord and maſter, while the external is as 


« the ſervant :** yet he there proveth it impolſ- . 
ſible for the external to force the internal in 


divine worſhip, where there is any liberty to 


act 
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act according to reaſon : © from hence,” he tells 
us, © many of the Engliſh nation in particular 

© have an internal in their worſhip, and what. 
te ever is in their external proceedeth from this 
* internal; while many of the Papiſts have 
nothing internal in their Ee” bur all ex- 
« ternal.” 


93. Nay, what is moſt worthy of notice, it is 
expreſsly ſaid in Arcaz. Cæleſt. n. 18 50, * that 
the New Church at it's beginning or firſt ex- 
« citation (as the Latin ſignifies,) ſhall “ be per- 
« mited to remain in their external worſhip, as 
e the Jews did in their's, (viz. at the end of the 
« Hebrew church,) in whoſe worſhip of ſacri- 


« fices, 


 * The original Latin is, Nova Eccleſia excitabitur, ma- 
nente hac in ſuo cultu externo, ficut Judzi in ſuo; this 
is tranſlated as if hac had reference to the former or old 
church, whereas through all his writings it has always re- 

ference to the. latter thing ſpoken of, which is here the 
New Church, according to common grammar rule. The 
reverend tranſlator hath lately publiſhed an addreſs to the 
readers of theſe works, wherein, p. 26, he quotes out of n. 
764, Apocalyſis Explicata, ce quod Eccleſia, quæ Nova 
& Hieroſolyma vocatur, commoratura fit inter illos qui in 

« doftrina fidei ſeparatz ſunt, dum creſcit in plenum,” 

&c. The whole being written in his uſual mild beau 


oh deſerves particular notice. 
Sl 2 
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* fices, that there is nothing (effential) of a 
* church * hath been already ſhewn.” Yet 
they of Eaſt-Cheap, and all Nonconformiſts, 
even ſome not ſo, will quote a wrong tranſla- 
tion to prove the contrary ; which would con- 
tradict the whole tenor of his writings and 
conduct while in the world. In the former 
part of this ſame number 1850, he had ſhewn 
that the Jews were turned out of the land of 
Canaan, on purpoſe that ſuch externals might 
neceſſarily ceaſe; ſo he could not mean that 
they now remain in them, as che Engliſh tran- 
lation , miſtakes it. 

94. In one of Mr. Swedenborg's letters to 
Dr. Beyer, publiſhed in the New Feruſalem 
Magazine, n. 2, p. 74, he foretells that the old 
clergy would not eaſily receive the doctrine, 

con | on 
* The Latin erbten (ſatis notum eſt ) frequently ſig- 


nißes, h has been ſufficiently taken notice of; ſometimes as 
here, when he ſpeaks of what is not yet known in the 
learned world; as alſo in Ver. Chriſt. Relig. n. 712, 714, 
&c, where it is plainly uſed as ſynonymous with oftenfum 
eft in the preceding paragraph, meaning, it hath Open al- 
ready ſhewn : compare alſo, Apocalypf. Revel. n. 577, 
where notum eft, can have no other ſenſe, Here it is only 
a neceſſary repetition of what he had ſhewn fourteen lines 
further back, in almoſt the ſame Latin words, concerning 


the Jewiſh church, Compare alſa, n. 1832, Arcan, Cęleſi. 
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but the younger ones at the different univer- 
ſities would more eaſily ; from whence the firſt 
teaching miniſters of the New Church would 
proceed. While the biſhops preicr thoſe of 
univerſity education for ordination, they cer- 
tainly act more according to the ſpirit of theſe 
_ writings,” than the Eaſt-Cheap ſociety or any 
Diſſenters do, who prefer thoſe of Noncon- 
formiſt principles. Even the moſt northerly 
univerſity of this iſland, where their Cal viniſtic 
prejudices are the greateſt, hath lately brought 
up a few Preſbyterian clergymen for the New 
Church; and as they are leſs confined by a 
form of prayer, it may grant them more liberty 
to put the doctrine into external public prac- 
tice. No doubt wherever evident contradic- 
tions to reaſon are endeavoured to be crammed 
down one's throat, the ſcholar's capacity muſt 
be the more receptible of truth, when offered 
in e 


95. The tranſlation of another letter of Baron 
Swedenborg's to the ſame Dr. Beyer, publiſhed 
in n. 6, of the aforeſaid Magazine, appears to 
me very corrupt, as it is there ſaid, “If upon 
e that foundation, (viz. the worfhip of the 
*« Lord,) the true houſe or temple ſhall not be 
hy "HOW others will erect upon it ke pg or 

.* brothels ;' 
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* brothels :” he repeats it in his letter to the 

univerſities in the next page. Now as I truſt 

it is morally impoſſible ever to erect Lupanaria 
or brothels upon ſo good a foundation, I ſhall 
give what was ſent to Mr. Chaſtanier in the 

year 1783, as the original Latin, with it's tran- 
lation, Paucis abhinc diebus ad Batavos tran- 
* feo, Univer/am Theologiam Novi Cæli et Nove 
« Eccleſie, typis ibi commiſſurus ; cujus Eccle- 
« fizz fundamentum et unica baſis eſt Cultus 
* Domini/ noſtri Jeſu Chriſti : fupra quod nifi ” 
nunc extrueretur Templum, in vacua plana, 

« yel potius in Lupanaria, tota evaderet Ecele- 
d fig.” „A few days hence I paſs over to Hol- 
« land, to print there The Univer/al Theoldgy of 
© the New Heaven and ile New Church : the 
* foundation and only baſis of which church is 
« the worſhip of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; upon 
« which foundation unleſs a temple be now 
« built, the whole church would dwindle away 
s into waſte grounds, or rather into brothels.” 
This tranſlation ſheweth that Lupanaria are 
likely to be erccted, not upon, but for want of 
io 0 a nen. 


96. No — that even ſuch of the regular 
clog as were almoſt entering into the doc- 
| trine, 


„That doit, 0 the Apocalypf.s Explicada, is cer- 
tainly, Templum ære perennius, 
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trine, ſo as to bring in ſoon a full harveſt, are 
now moſtly offended with it, ſo that they can 
hardly be enticed to take the trouble to look 
thoroughly into it. Yet could they lay afide 
their prejudices, they might ſee that theſe wri- 
| tings do no more encourage either hereſy or 
ſchiſm, than the Word or apoſtles writings did, 
when ſuch errors ſprung up as if from them, 
before the eſtabliſhment of the firſt chriſtians, 


97. In n. 259, De Divina Providentia, ke 
ſhews, that © diſſentions (or difference of opi- 
« nions) and hereſies are inevitable; and that 
« the permiſſion of them is alſo according to 
« the laws of divine providence : ſtill provi- 
e dence has taken care, that every one, in 
„whatever hereſy he may be as to his under- 
« ſtanding, can be reformed and ſaved, provi- 
« ded he ſhuns evils as fins, and doth not con- 
« firm in himſelf his falſe heretical principles. 
For by flying evils as ſins, the will is re- 
formed, and through it the intellect may; 
* which then firſt cometh out of darkneſs into 
the light. There are three eſſentials of a 
church, the acknowledgment of the Lord's. 
cc divinity, the acknowledgment of the ſanctity - 
of the Word, and a life of charity; (literally 
a life which bs called charity; ) according to a 


* lite, 
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life, which is charity, is every: individual's: 
« faith ; out of the Word proceeds the know- 
« ledge what . ſort of life one ought to lead 
« and from the Lord is all reformation and 
« ſalvation... If theſe three had been (obſerved): 
es as eſſentials of the church, intellectual diſ- 
« ſentions (or difference of opinions) would not 
* have divided it; but only varied it, as the 
« light variegates colours in beautiful objects, 
« and as various diadems conſtitute beauty in a 
“King's crown.” Surely here is no encourage- 
ment for diſſention or ſeparation, where theſe 
three eſſentials of a church are not only per- 
mitted, but generally preached up.“ 


98. There is a learned biſhop, whom I be- 
lieved many years ago from his writings to be 
in theſe three eſſentials of the doctrine, as he 
frequently addreſſed the Lord in his prayers 
and his ſpiritual pſalter, ſaying, O Jehovah. 
Jeſus! Indeed, I truſt, although he may know 
little elſe than prejudices concerning Emanuel 
Swedenborg, that he is ſtill ſo, in the eſſen- 
tials; yet it grie ved me to find that in a late 

charge 


* The Antinomian deftrine of faith alone, although 
gertainly founded on the 39 Articles, is now generally 
reckoned the worſt ſpecies of —— by the ableſt 


divines. | 
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charge to his clergy, he miſtakes as th as 
Dr. Prieſtley what conſtitutes the New Church 
as if it conſiſted in a ſeparation of externals of 
worſhip, like that at Eaſt-Cheap, or any ſec- 
tarian meeting; which the whole tenor of 


| theſe writings proves to be a breach of charity, 


deſtroying one eſſential of the church, and per- 


haps the firſt neceſſary. Pleaſe God that the 


good biſhop recovers his health, (which I pray 
he may,) and has time to read a lately publiſhed: 
Preface to the Apocalypſe Revealed, he may be 
better informed-by a meek and reverend brother 
of the church: and did his prejudices permit 
him patience to ſtudy the book itſelf,” no doubt 
but any biſhop might find much ſpiritual in- 
ſtruction, more than the learning of all other 
writers on the ſubject could afford. 


99. One of the doctor's prejudices, I know 
he has candidly expreſſed to me, © that Swe- 
« denborg had his firſt revelation of the Lord's 


« appearing to him in a London inn; to re- 
move which, we need only remember, that 


when Chriſt came firſt into the world, © there 
« was not room for them in the inn, there 
« fore Mary laid him in a manger,” Luke ii. 7. 
Surely the ſame prejudice might hinder many 


N | toe 


* See n. 112, further on. TE, 
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from looking after Jeſus: yet to ſuch as know 
what a manger and an inn ſignify ſpiritually, 
it could prove no ſtumbling- block. See Ema- 
nuel Swedenborg's letter to Dr. Beyer, in No. 2, 
of the New Feruſalem Magazine, p. 74, and 
n n. on 4 e £1508 


54 


But why ſhould I + to infirudt a a 
Warn, biſnop? Only as he pretends to direct 
the College of phyſicians, the liberty may be 
forgiven ; for ſince writing the laſt: paragraph, 
the words of the biſhop's charge have been ſent 
me, by a friendly and reverend Oxonian, of 
ann the en, is an n = 23. 


101. * An enthuſiaſt of anion Ate clin 


= bene opens his Netw Ferujalem Church 


* on a plan almoſt as wide as that of maſonry 
«itſelf; to take in even Quakers, who have 
« neither church nor ordinances. of any kind. 


It is curious to obſerve, that in the ſame age, 
* new and ſtrange ways are affected of curing 


both the /ouls and bodies of men. And it 


now ſeems a duty incumbent on the College 


« of phyſicians, to guard their patients againſt 
the prevailing influence of medical impoſture, 
As it certainly is in the church, to guard her 
« people GT new and n ways of ſalva- 
A 21502. uy 
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192, Surely nothing elſe but prejudice could 
ever have cauſed ſo ſenſible and ſo learned a 
man to blunder and eee * ſo 
enormouſly. | 


103. Firſt, 1 is 1 ee chat Hawn 
Swedenberg never opened either church or 
chapel. If others ſince his deceaſe have opened 
many meetings in his name, it may be, ac- 
cording to his prophetic letter in n. 95 above, 
more the fault of ſuch of the regular clergy, 
who are either too ſelf-ſufficient, or too ſpiri- 
tually indolent and worldly active, to look into 
theſe writings, than of thoſe freeborn Diſfenters 
and Independents, who ſearch after truth while 


they may act partly in ignorance and prejudice. 


Nay, who can tell how ſoon ſeparation. even in 
externals of worſhip may be permitted? as it 
partly is already in France, where they can now 
nominate their own paſtors, without the popiſh 
pretence of apoſtolic ſucceſſion. And without 
pretending to the ſpirit of prophecy, we can 


ſafely ſay, that when Fung come to the worſt, 


they muſt mend. 


10g. c The n appears to me 
to know as little of maſonry as of the New Feru- 

Jalem; elſe he could never ſuppoſe, that the 
N 2 | Plan 


8 = * 5 F r N ws. , 
2 a 6 2 — ay . ">< 
* a . r 2 4 ; 
2 . MT IF. — ui * : X * 4 5 
= LE NPR — I as 0 9 — 


92 ESSAYS IN DIVINITY AND PHYSIC. 


plan of maſonry itſelf was wider than that of 
True Chriſtian Religion. I never was but once 
in a lodge, now near thirty years ago; yet am 


free to declare, that my greateſt objection to 
maſonry was, that I thought it on too confined 


a plan; yer I believe a good maſon io be no 
bad man. In one ſenfe, this doctrine is cer- 


tainly on a wide plan, admitting popes, em- 
perors, kings, and archbiſhops, as well as the 
poor who ſerve God in their ſtations, into 
heaven ;- while the old literal monkiſh _ 
ER a rich Auer could A enter in.“ 


105. Thirdly, As to the New Church raking f 
in even Quakers ; if it be meant into it's com. 
munion, it is another groſs miſtake : for our 
enlightened author ſays concerning them, in n. 
85, Continuatio de Mundo Spirituali : * Becauſe 

DN 4 ö 0 my 


Even that ſaying, 5 ben hardly a rich man can enter 
& into the kingdom of God, ſheweth the neceſſity as well 
as beauty of the ſpiritual ſenſe of ſcripture. The goed 
biſhop never denied, but always delighted in the ſanctity of 
the Word: therefore I truſt he is, yea from tny heart I 
believe he is {till in the fair road io heaven, with all his 
Hutchinſonian learning, and conſequent oppoſition to the 
name of Swedenborg, This doctrine of the New Feruſalem 


we believe in, not on account of any man's name, but on 


account of it's agreement "_ reaſon, and the ſpiritual 


fenle of the Word, 
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they have rejected the two ſacraments, bap- 


* tiſm and the holy ſupper, and yet do read 
« the Word and preach up the Lord, and 
« ſpeak. while they are obſeſſed by enthuſiaſtic 
*:{pirits, thus mixing the holy things of the 


„Word with profaned true things; therefore 


* no ſociety is formed from among them in the 
* ſpiritual world, &c. Such he deſcribes the 
confirmed Quakers; and this may define what 
enthuſiaſtic means, which being not generally 
known, may be found fully delineated there in 
the two preceding numbers. Yet if any of 
them can ſee but partly into their errors, and 
deſire to be baptized, neither Old Church nor 
New Church could well refuſe them. 


106. As to new and ſtrange ways of curing 
both ſouls and bodies, I have indeed for many 
years hoped and prayed that ſuch might be 
granted or found out; for I could prove it 
literally true, that the old ways kill ſometimes 
as many as they cure, although a profeſſed 


enemy to quackery, either in divinity or phy- 


fic. Yet we have reaſon to thank God, that in 
this country of liberty, the College of phyſi. 
cians can no more hinder a patient from dying 
in his own way, than the eccleſiaſtic court can 
| hinder a rue chriſtian from being ſaved his 
| Own 
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own way, or rather the Lord's way. Lord 
ſend us more new and ſtrange ways of ſalva- 
tion, ſay I; for many of the old, even that of 
imputation as well as juſtification by faith alone, 
appear very obſolete, fit to be laid aſide with 


other popiſh relics and indulgences. Miſtake 


me not for a Nonconformiſt or Diſſenter from 
the epiſcopal church, becauſe I wiſh it's 
thorough reformation. Moſt of it's good 
working clergy do certainly join me in their 
hearts, although many are neceſſitated to curry 


favour with their ſuperiors; which 1 know, 


Swedenborg makes our late King (Geo. II.) 
prove from heaven to be one of the greateſt 


abuſes of power in the policy of our Engliſh 


church, not permitted in any other proteſtant 
kingdom. See Apocalyp/. Revelat. n. 716. 


107. But to return to what is more properly 


my occupation, as ſpiritual things are often 


beſt elucidated by natural; I ſeriouſly intend 
ſoon to finiſh for the preſs, many new and 
ſtrange ways of curing ſome diſeaſes; ſuch as, 
I. A new way of curing * the bite of a mad 

dog, 


5 Leſt any might ſuffer for want of knowing the method 
of cure before I have time to write more regularly on this 
2 ok it may be proper to inform. the public, that the 
1 
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dog, much more infallible than the Ormſkirk, 
as I thank God, I never knew it fail in thirty 
odd years practice; although ſome, like Mr. 

: | Rathbone, 


principal difference from Dr. Layard's method, is the * 
dition of half a drachm of viper's fat, to each four drachms 


of the ſtrongeſt mercurial ointment, made of equal parts 
of quickſilver and lard, to be rubbed into and contiguous 


to the part bit. Four ſuch boxes of ointment are generally 


ſufficient for a ſtrong man, uſing a whole box the firſt day, 
and half as much daily for the week, unleſs a ſalivation 
begins ; and by keeping in a free air, any troubleſome ſali- 
vation may be moſtly prevented: yet wherever bad ſymp- 
toms threaten, an emetic of turpeth mineral is'more pow- 
erful-than the muſk and cinnabar, which laſt ought to be 


again perſevered in, Mr. Rathbone took both, having 


neglected himſclf until we ſaw a hog bit by the ſame dog, 
die in the kydrophobia, and the effects beginning to diſturt 
his head; yet a boy bit by the pig, and many others at dit. 
ferent times, uſing the ointment ſooner, did all well without 
the turpeth : the freſher the viper's fat, the better, and in 
caſe of ſalivation beginning too ſoon, the viper's fat alone 
is ſufficient to continue with the muſk and cinnabar. 
Adder's fat is apparently ſimilar, and I have known it ſub- 
| Kituted, where the other could not be had freſh. Still the 
viper's fat has the higher correſpondence to reſiſt the evil, 
and I preferred it before I knew any thing of the doQrine 
of correſpondences. In very hot weather, the viper's fat 
may be thickened with equal parts of old deer-ſuet, before 
added to the mercurial ointment. A few poorer people 
have truſted to ſuch ointment alone, without bad conſe- 


quences; yet there is not ſufficient practice to warrant it 


ſafe, 
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Rathbone, the Baker in Store-Street, had the 
effects beginning to take place; and five or 
ſix with Dr. Layard, near twenty years ago, 
where I had uſed my own way firſt; yet as his 
method, which is nearly ſimilar, was afterwards 


purſued, I can ſay with him and the poet, Vix 


ea nofira voco. II. A new way of curing fevers, 


by following which ſteadily, not one in a thou- 
fand have ſunk under the diſeaſe. III. A new 


way of preventing danger in inoculation, which 


although foretold by Boerhaave, is too little 


known, and ſeldomer practiſed. IV. A new 
way of frequently ſaving both mother and 
child in lyings- in, where the common method 
generally fails. V. A new way of curing ſome 
inſanities, exemplified in the caſe of our good 


King, and in many more females than males. 
VI. A rational way of preventing cancers, and 
of curing ſome when begun. VII. and laſtly, 
A new and ſtrange way of reſtoring ſome blind 
to ſight; which I ſhall here diſcloſe, leſt ſome, 
who know me not, might imagine the me to 
be a n puff. 


8e This caſe was firſt n in the 


houſe of our lately worthy officiating clergyman 


Mr. Ruſſel, whoſe uſeful miniſtry we loft, be- 


| . he could not curry favour with the late 
biſhop 


| 
t 
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biſhop, his rector or ſuperior; having twice 
taken the honeſt boldneſs to tell him of his 
double courtier- like breach of promiſe. He 
is now happily retired to his rectory in Leiceſ- 
terſhire, and can atteſt the truth of what J tell. 
His old houſekeeper had been entirely blinded 
from the effects of a confluent ſmall-pox, in the 
year 1770.“ After having tried many of the 
beſt of the faculty to no purpoſe, a thought 
; ſtruck me, that if we could put her into the 
jaundice, the | bile would probably waſh off 
the obſtrucling films, as I had ſeen ſome recover 
ſight through a natural jaundice. After ſome 
weeks trial of diet on hard eggs, boiled milk, 
cheeſe, &c. with now and then a ſtimulating 
cathartic, when too much blocked up, and 
thickening mucilaginous electary of gum 
arabic and tragacanth ; at laſt I had the ſatis- 
faction to ſee her completely jaundiced, and 
kept her ſo for two or three weeks, during 
which her ſight gradually recovered; ſo that 
from being led about blind in the ſtreets, ſhe 
can do her work with tolerable ſight to this day. 
I was 

* She had the ſmall-pox in May, and remained blind 
until October, when ſhe got the jaundice, and could ſee 
in November; after having been one of the ſummer 
months in Hyde-park hoſpital, and ſent out as incurable, _ 


Her name is Sarah Lloyd: ſhe is ſtill houſekeeper to ber 
old maſter the Rev. Mr. Ruſſell. 


0 
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I was willing to have kept her longer in the 
jaundice, (which I have ſince found ſometimes 
neceſſary,) but her benevolent maſter's fears 
made me uſe the common methods of cure 
ſooner than intended, although I affured him 
that I had never known a jaundice incurable, 
where there was no preceding diſeaſe to com- 
plicate it withal. More than one of my pa- 
tients, members of the Royal Society, have 
deſired me to write out this caſe, and they 
would preſent it to the ſociety, as new and 
| ſtrange ; yet I judge it better to offer my firſt 
fruits in the ſervice of Chriſt's new and true 
church; and I hope it will Jy as much to 
the uſe of both. 


109. Oh! that I could but uſe means to re- 

move the intellectual film off this good biſhop's 
ſpiritual eye! I know full well he would bleſs 
me for it in the neit world, even if I had 
jaundiced him in this: nay, had I taken a 
rougher remedy, than my late ſiſter did, in 
curing her blind old huſband Dr. Hugh Baillie, 
by unintentionally ſcalding both his legs, with 
a boiling tea-kettle, which actually reſtored, for 
a time, an old man above eighty, who had 
been ſeven years led about blind, to his ſight 
— ſo that he could count the oppoſite 
windows 
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windows in Maddox-Street, and walk to the 
Smyrna coffee-houſe, without his guide. 


110. If the biſhop means to guard againſt 
animal magnetiſm as a medical impoſture, that 
certainly is not a medical, but a low magical 
impoſture ; in the practice of which, they muſk 
firſt impoſe upon their own underſtandings, 
notwithſtanding many of good natural parts and 
great capacities may have been too fond of it: 
the dangerous tendency of which can be beſt 
elucidated by thoſe verfed in this doctrine of 
truth, as may be ſeen in a ſenſible paper on 
that ſubje& in the Magazine of Knowledge, &c. 
May, 1790, p. 123, and in the few POTTY 
hints from n. 6g to n. 82. 


111. As to water Auer quacks, that is no 
new way; but an old trick of falſehood newly 
vamped up, with not a little of the fortune- 


teller's cunning ſuperadded. And as to the 


more prevailing influence of infallible noſtrums 
and patent quackery, that ſpecies of impoſture 
has lately had the ſanction of a Biſhop of 


Durham, who, like Saul in his deſpair, had 
recourſe to it in his forlorn hope: yet de 


we believe, that nothing ought to be truſted in, 
which cannot Rand the light openly and fairly, 


O 2 | whether 
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. . whether in phyſic or theology.” This doctrine 


of truth. affordeth equal light into. both ſciences, 
ſo much, that from the knowledge of ſpiritual 


influx and correſpondences alone, a true theory 
can ever be expected to be raiſed. in either; at 
the ſame time all theſe oppoſite errors in phyſic 


and divinity finding ſuch ſucceſs, inconteſtibly 
prove the preſent deſolated ſtate of both; whilſt 


| each of them arrogantly boaſt, as if they poſ- 


ſeſſed all knowledge. The doctrine of correſ- 


. pondences of natural things with ſpiritual is al- 


together heavenly ;. but that appertaining to the 
human body alone is ſufficient to delight uſefully 


angelic ſpirits for ages. Who among the literati, 


without ſome glimpſe of this: doctrine; could 
tell why a viper cannot breed in Scotland, 
while even an adder is never found in Ireland? 
and from proportional reaſoning, I ſhould ſup- 


3 poſe, that hardly a frog.could generate. in-St. 


Kilda. If the very vicious animals correſpond 


with the-vices of a country, much more muſt 
diſeaſes of the body with diſeaſes of the mind; 


theſe laſt being only. another name for vice and 
infidetity. The learned Dr. Schwediauer has 
ingeniouſly. proved from experience, that in all 
the countries of Europe he has travelled through, 


venereal diſeaſes. (and J can ſafely add, all dif. 
. - caſes) keep pace and- proportion of virulence 


with 


\ 
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with the knowledge and ſtate of religion among 
the different ſubjects. No wonder then, that 
the ſucceſs of the phyſician ought: to be in 
proportion to his knowledge and practice of true 
religion; I mean not his pecuniary ſucceſs, for 
that is too often in proportion to his impudence 
and ignorance. Correſponding with this latter 
ſentiment of the good phyſician, I find that in 
a treatiſe begun on fevers near thirty years ago 
(ſtill intended for the preſs,) I had ſaid, that 
one ougnht as ſoon to truſt his ſoul to the prayers 
of an atheiſtical . parſon, as his body when 
ſick to the cure of a deiſtical doctor; and unto 
this day, I believe it true in phyſic as in 
divinity, what Daniel ſaid, None of the 
«* wicked ſhall underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall 
- underſtand, chap. xii. 10. 


112. As ſince writing the above, the good 
Biſhop of Norwich is gathered to his own, 
certainly to enjoy the reward of his good ſpi- 
ritual labours; I make no doubr, but his few 
ſpiritual miſtakes may be there eaſily rectified, 
and he be thus admitted to know, that former 
things are paſſed away, and all - literally now 
become new; now in heaven, even as It is 
promiſed to be more and more in Chriſt's true 
church upon earth: therefore I allow, that he 


1 


_— 


. 
| 
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muſt be now much more fit to teach me, than 
I could ever be to point out his ſpiritual errors; 


| ſome of which I had thought to bring in and 


confute as confeſſed to me in a letter, dated 
December 25, 1784, from Canterbury; but as 


de principal of them confiſted in his prejudices | 
againſt the doctrine of Swedenborg, I with at 
, preſent to forbear. See n. 99 above. Yet as 


the majority of even good biſhops may for a 
time retain the ſame prejudices, they may be 
more properly anſwered to the living than the 
dead; provided any of them can point out a 
fingle error of doctrine in all his theological 
works, as contrary to ſcripture when properly, 
that is, fpiritually explained and underſtood: 
ſtill we allow, that all neceffary doctrine is to 
be firſt drawn out of the literal meaning of the 
Word. See De Scriptura Sacra, n. 50 to 70. 


113. „ Many yo of the SE FOB: ch 
e to me ee in the three eſſentiala of 
13 the 


* See the Reverend Dr. Tatham's Chart 9 Scale Pp 
Truth, vol. 2, on the analogical and parabolical ſtyle of 
ſcripture, See alſo the Reverend Mr. Bankes's Family 


Bible, on the two laſt chapters of the Apocalypſe ; and the 


moſt of the prefent Engliſh biſhops ſermons, particularly 
the Biſhop of Exeter's at Bow-Church, 9 prophetie * 
z new church, 


5 
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the New Church, (as deſcribed n. 97 above,) 
therefore it may be leſs neceſſary for them to 
know more; although ſuch knowledge max 
ſpread, even while they ridicule Swedenborg. 
And others, like the good and learned Biſhop of 
Peterborough, approach ſtill nearer the true 
doctrine of a trinity from che pure Word alone, 
without perhaps any knowledge of theſe wri- 
rings. As his charge to his clergy gave me 
much ſatisfaction, I ſhall - gladly cite his au- 
thority as rehearſed in a ſenſible letter ſigned 
Clericus, in the Gentlenian's Magazine, for June 
1790, p. 497. © His words were theſe, We 
* maintain a trinity of perſons or characters; 
„under the character of the Father, we acknow- 
« ledge God as the ſupreme author of nature; 
« under the character of the Son, we acknowledge 
the ſame God, as the Redecmer and Rege- 
« nerator of man; under the character of the 
* Holy Ghoſt, we acknowledge him as the 
« divine influence; for the Father and the Son 
« are one; the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt * 
« bodily in Chriſt.” This ſtatement of the 
doctrine (as Clericus obſerves) © does away.all 

N | . 


It ought to be, dwelleth, as in Coloſſ. ii. 9. It is 
moſt probably an error of the tranſcriber. Clericus, a 
truly worthy clergyman, hath ſince told me from meniony, 
that the biſhop pronounced it aright, dwelleth. 


— 
7 
noon, ñↄ — — — . —̃ — — — 


— — 
—— ——— ſ —— — — 


—— —  — — —  — 
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the common objeQtions from the groſs con- 


* ception, or rather miſconception of the word 
« perſon, and is ſufficient to ſhake Socinianiſm 


* to it's very foundation.“ 


114. Indeed the preſent decay of religion, 


and want of inſtruction among the common 
people, appears to me to proceed, not from 
the clergy, much leſs from any true regular 
church, but rather from the bad policy of over- 


looking and neglecting the poor; while inſtead 
of churches or places for public inſtrugion, 
hardly any thing but chapels * to let for hire 
are. built: from which the common people 


- 


are 


* How far ſuch vireling chapels approach to ſpiritual 
Lupanaria, alluded to in n. 95 above, let thoſe conſider 
who let them out for hire. In Marybone pariſh, to which 


1 have belonged theſe twenty-eight years, we have at 
leaſt fix large chapels for one little church; while money 
£ ſufficient to build ſeveral uſeful churches has been expen- 


ded in Acts of Parliament to fix where this pariſh church 
might be built, and in burying-grounds and idle houſes, 
(not work-houſes) to ſupport chiefly lazy drones and 


young waſps: for every pariſh ſtreet-walker, when dif- ' 


eaſed, is admitted; and when cured or half cured, ſent out 


looſe and unchecked to prey again upon the public. While 
ſome good churches properly ſerved, and ſunday ſchools 


might contribute to ſo general a ps as greatly to 
reduce our poor's rate. 
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are ſhut out, whoſe families could never bear 
the expence of a ſeat. This certainly is giving 
encouragement in the metropolis to ſectarians 
of all ſorts: yet as the Monthly Review, for 
February laſt, p. 210, moſt juſtly obſerves on 
the ſubjet, It is of very little importance 
* how. they ſplit, or divide, or what Paul, 
« Apollos, or Cephas, they follow ; ſo that the 
poor, under the general neglect which they 
1 experience, where they have the beſt founded 
« claims to particular attention, do but find 
ee ſome religious guides, whatever may be their 
e ſpeculative notions, who will kindly labour 
4 to inculcate ſobriety and decency. of manners 
s among them; and that this important ſa. 
e lutary effect has been chiefly produced by 
« ſectariſts, is a merit which all the ridicule 

5 te caſt 


As 1 believe our veſtrymen to be ans of as good 
character as can be found any where, ſuch abuſes are cer- 
tainly worth their conſideration, to THEY as far as in 
| their power. ; 


Our preſent worthy 8 the Dean of Lincoln, 
muſt certainly loſe ſome hundred pounds annually by theſe 
_ hireling chapels ; for as the little church cannot contain 
a twentieth part of the willing pariſhioners, many grudge a 
ſhilling a year as an Eaſter offering, who would freely give 
, a guinea, provided they could now and then ſee him of- 

* as I have the Mo” to do, 

f 
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* caſt on fanciful tenets, or on the faults of in- 
& dividuals, cam with-hold from them.“ Cer. 

tainly, the poor had better learn ſore intro- 
duction to chriſtianity wy where, TE remain 
bee p08 OO - 1 


rods 
2 z 


1 5. As the laſt quotation thay appear to 
make too light of ſchiſms, I ſhall-adjoin the 
ſounder advice of a moſt orthodox divine, my 
affectionate friend and brother, the tranflator, in 
his Addreſs, p 41 1 * There is therefore but 

ene 


eln f 13 1 


* gSee note to n. 93. The reverend tranſlator, hath in 


the goth page of the ſame Addrgſ, proved it to be - both 
dangerous and miſchievous, to attempt any ſeparation 


& from: external communign with other profeſſing chriſ- 
6 tiang, at this time; that is, before the New Church be 
11 grown to the full. Whenever this laſt period ſhall take 
ces externals-muſt be leſs thought « of, and conſequently 

more eaſily reQified; as the g4th article of the Church of 

England allows, ““ that every particular or national church 
6 hath authority to ordain, change, and aboliſh ceremonies 


| *# or rites of the church.” And many of the regular clergy, 


a8 well as the good Biſhop of Llandaff, while they * en- 
40 courage a free ſpirit of inquiry into the meaning of the 
bs ſcriptures, a are not afraid of queſtioning the truth of what 
66 may have been ſanctioned by public authority,” and pub- 


Y idly refuſe believing, « that no change ought ever to be ad- 


emitted in the tenets of a church eſtabliſhed by law.” See . 
the wy s charge to his clergy. Still 1 believe with the 
lato 
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* one kind of /eparation, and but one kind of 
* change, which I would at preſent recommend 
* to you, (readers of theſe works ;) and that is, 
_ «ſeparation from all evil and falſe, principles of 
< heart and life, and a conſequent change af 
<4 nature, that ſo by true regeneration you may 
* be led into that heavenly ſpirit of ſolid wiſ- 
e dom, grounded in an univerſal love of charity, 
« and operative in all chriſtian: mee kneſs, mo- 
« deration, gentleneſs, and uſeful warks ; which 
«jg the only ſpirit in which you can ever hope 
to find heaven yourſelves, or to lead othess 
< thither, | Convince the world thus, that the 
*temper. and ſpirit of the New Church, or New 
< Jeruſalem, is not a partial, ſectarian, or bigut iad 
« temper and ſpirit, which excites horror, and 
ce from which all wiſe men flee away; but that 
* it is univerſal, not limited to a ſect, not ſervilely 
«c allached to o forms and ceremonies, — : 


1 3 on- 
late Rev. Mr. Hartley, in his Appeal to ap 
ſtrants, that any change at preſent would probably be for 
the worſe, like that of Dr. Lindſay's ar the American 
corruption, while the majority of the literati appear to be 
either Arians or Socinians. Vet without being a prophet, 
I can ſafely aſſert for the conſolation of poſterity, that the 
truth of Chriſt's divinity will ſoon gain the majority; and 

then, and not before, may an univerſal reformation take 

Place, even in externals of worſhip, 


—— . — 


by, 


* 5 Apocalypſe." «© And the ſpirit and the bride ſay 


one who heareth, and thereby knoweth any 


108 ESSAYS IN DIVINITY! AND PHYSIC. 


3« conciliating and amiable ; and ſuch as; like 
613 it's divine n will draw all men unto it. 


* 1 
af 4 1 13 5 : i 3? 3 


230 1161 0 effect: which bleſſed _"_y may we 
remember our enlightened author's expoſition 
of the 15th verſe of the laſt chapter of the 


«come, that is, as both heaven and the church 
long for the coming of the Lord, ſo let him 
a that heareth ſay, come; that is, may every 


«thing concerning the coming of the Lord, 
and a New Heaven and a New Church, i ſo 
en eee the kingdom of the Lord, pray 
zee that it may come. O may thy haps: 
come! Ae | T% THO! 026 34 3 7 ip ; 


28171 


vv — 6yy as one Gang. propheially, of the 
New Jeruſalem, . TOs Ot 5 


TO Wo the whole worldly dioceſe ſhall MH 
And hütte all but ſuffragans to the. 


1 . 46G] 10 * 3 


ase Sue Herbert Poems, thatiextitled, The Biſhop. _ . 
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